EAST  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  GOUNGIL 


■ ? : ~ 

■<  i*.  - V.  ^ 


^ a 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1913 


OF  THE 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

G.  I.  T.  STEWART,  M.D.  (Aberd.),  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 


IPSWICH : 

S.  AND  W.  J.  KING,  PKINTEES,  PRINCES  STREET, 

1914, 


450.8.14. 


■:4 


. ■*' 


• -'"i 


■:  ■■-■-j 

■■  :-^c 


'/i 

^ - l 

• J 


EAST  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  GOUNGiL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1913 

OF  THE 


County  Medical  Officer  of  - Health, 

G.  I.  T.  STEWART,  M.D.  (Aberd.),  P.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 


IPSWICH  : 

S.  AND  W,  J.  KINO,  PRINTEES,  PRINCES  STREET, 

1914. 

450.8.14. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29186183 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 


1.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  County  - - 5 

12.  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County  - - 8 

3.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  County  (Census  1911)  - 9 

4.  Digest  of  Annual  and  Special  Reports  of  the  District 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  - - - - 12 

o.  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  - - - 25 

6.  Administration  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 

Classes  Acts,  1890-1909  - - - - 32 

7.  Water  Supply  of  the  Several  County  Districts  - 55 

8.  Pollution  of  Streams  - - - - 60 

9.  Administration  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902  - - GO 

10.  Administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 

1875-1907  ------  61 

11.  Work  of  the  County  Laboratory  - - - 62 

12.  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  - - - - 67 


Public  Health  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Ipswich, 
August,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  of  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  of  the  County  for  the  jmar  1913. 

The  period  has  been  one  of  activity.  In  addition  to  the 
pressing  character  of  the  work  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c..  Act  of  1909,  which  has  heen  actively  ipursued 
during  the  year,  there  have  been  several  epidemics  of  Zymotic 
Diseases  requiring  close  investigation  in  the  Laboratory  and 
otherwise. 

Further,  the  development  of  the  County  Council  Scheme 
for  the  Institutional  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis  has  required 
close  attention.  It  has  involved  a large  increase  of  staff  and 
my  removal  into  new  and  more  commodious  offices. 

For  the  universal  consideration  and  the  complete  way  in 
which  my  requests  for  assistance  have  been  granted  I beg 
to  tender  my  best  thanks  and  trust  that  I shall  continue  to 
merit  your  confidence  in  the  future. 

I beg  to  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
GEORGE  I.  T.  STEWART. 


Sanitary  Circtimstances  of  the  County. 

Desceiption  op  the  AeeA. — The  Administrative  County 
of  East  Siitfolk — comprising  the  larger  part  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk — is  separated  on  the  North  by  the  Eivers  Waveney  and 
Yare  from  the  County  of  Norfolk,  on  the  South  by  the  River  Stour 
from  the  County  of  Essex.  On  the  West  lies  the  Administrative 
County  of  West  Suffolk,  and  on  the  East  the  North  Sea. 

The  Southern  boundary  is  short,  running  from  the  coast  at 
Harwich  roadstead,  due  West  to  Higham  on  the  Stour,  where 
the  Western  boundary  commences  to  run  due  North  in  an 
irregular  line  to  Redgrave.  xAt  Redgrave  the  Northern  boundary 
runs  along  the  River  Whiveney  in  a North-Easterly  direction,  till 
at  a few  miles  West  of  Lowestoft  it  gives  a sharp  turn  to  the 
North-West  to  St.  Claves,  after  which  it  turns  North-East  again 
along  Breydon  Water,  meeting  the  Eastern  boundary  at  a very 
acute  angle  at  a point  behind  (inland  from)  Gorleston  and 
Yarmouth. 

The  whole  area  of  567,353  acres  is  roughly  the  shape  of 
a shoulder  of  mutton  hanging,  the  shank  being  the  Northern 
narrow  portion  North  of  Lowestoft,  and  of  which  the  very  tip  is 
kept  from  the  coast  by  the  town  of  Gorleston  and  Yarmouth.  It 
has  a greatest  length  (as  the  crow  flies)  of  55  miles,  but  the 
coast  line  is  only  47  miles,  owing  to  the  above  exclusion  from 
the  sea  of  portions  of  the  County  lying  behind  or  inland  from 
Yarmouth  and  Gorleston. 

A i:»rominent  feature  is  the  large  number  of  navigable 
estuaries.  Taking  these  in  order  from  North  to  South  there  is 
the  Yare  and  Breydon  Water  forming  with  the  Waveney  an 
entrance  to  the  Norfolk  Broads.  South  of  this  there  is  the 
important  Port  of  Lowestoft,  with  which  communication  with 
the  River  Waveney  is  established  by  the  Lake  Lothing  Cut. 
There  is  the  River  Blyth  running  from  Halesworth  into  Southwold 
Harbour.  The  River  Aide,  at  Aldeburgh  becoming  the  River  Ore, 
ends  in  Orford  Haven.  The  Deben,  navigable  to  Woodhridge, 
enters  the  sea  at  Bawdsey,  opposite  Felixstowe.  The  tidal  River 
Orwell  leading  to  the  Port  of  Ipswich,  from  which  point  it 
becomes  the  Gipping,  is  navigable  as  far  as  Stowmarket.  The 
River  Stour  is  navigable  from  Harwich  to  Sudbury.  The  two 
latter  rivers,  Orwell  and  Stour,  unite  at  Shotley  Point  and 
contribute  largely  to  the  formation  of  Llarwich  roadstead.  The 
Orwell  permits  of  large  vessels  approaching  Ipswich  ; the  River 
Stour,  imposing  at  high  tide,  dwindles  at  low  tide  to  a tiny 
rivulet,  meandering  between  mud  flats.  There  are  in  addition 
along  the  coast  several  streams  forming  “ creeks,”  “ ditches,’; 
meres,”  or  “sluices,”  which  enter  the  sea. 
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Ipswich  and  Lowestoft  are  large  ports,  bnt  goods  (and 
passengers)  are  also  landed  at  Sonthwold,  Aldeburgh,  * Orford, 
Woodbridge,  and  Felixstowe,  as  well  as  at  several  points  along 
the  various  estuaries.  The  coast  towns  are  widely  known  as 
health  resorts,  and  in  those  every  effort  is  made  to  preserve  the 
health  of  the  community. 

Special  Note. — It  must,  however,  be  realised  that  the 
small  navigable  streams  present  ample  opportunity  for  the 
unrecognised  entrance  of  infectious  disease,  unless  there  is  very 
careful  supervision.  In  my  Report  for  1911  I detailed  the 
organisation  of  the  administration  of  the  sanitary  supervision  of 
the  Coast.  It  is  essential  that  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
whose  area  contains  such  streams,  creeks,  &c.,  should  make 
arrangements  to  keep  himself  informed  of  conditions  of  river 
traffic  likely  to  affect  his  district- 

Industeies. — The  chief  industry  of  the  County  is 
agriculture.  The  character  of  the  soil  varies  from  the  heaviest 
of  clays  to  the  lightest  of  sands,  from  chalk  to  marsh  and  bog 
land,  so  that  there  is  scarcely  a single  form  of  agriculture  not 
exemplified  in  practice.  There  are  several  important  industries 
subservient  to  agriculture. 

(1)  The  making  of  agricultural  implements  and  machinery 

at  Ipswich,  Leiston,  Peasenhall,  and  Stowmarket. 

(2)  Artificial  manure  factories  at  Ipswich,  Bramford,  and 

Stowmarket. 

(3)  Malting,  generally  throughout  the  county. 

The  fishing  industry  is  important  and  increasing  at 
Lowestoft,  Sonthwold,  and  Aldeburgh. 

At  Beccles  and  Lowestoft  there  is  a large  industry  for  the 
manufacture  of  engineering  plant  for  use  in  fishing  vessels. 

Explosives  are  manufactured  at  Stowmarket,  and  xylonite 
at  Brantham  Cattawade  on  the  marsh  flats  adjacent  to  the 
River  Stour. 

Printing  is  a principal  industry  at  Beccles  and  Bungay 
amongst  other  places  ; cloth  manufacture  at  Syleham,  ship- 
building at  Lowestoft,  and  net  making  and  repairing  at  Kessing- 
land,  provide  employment  for  many  hands. 

Brick  Avorks,  cement  works,  lime  burning,  and  osier  growing 
and  peeling  are  other  industries. 

A large  cement  works  has  been  opened  at  Claydon. 

At  Shotley  and  Landguard  Fort  there  are  na^ml  and  military 
establishments  respect Aely.  These  are  outside  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  County  Council,  but  cause  an  increase  of  the  neighbouring 
population. 
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There  are  further  factors  which  affect  the  health  of  the 
district. 

It  must  be  recognised  that  the  County  is  a “dry”  one,  the 
average  rainfall  being  23  inches  per  annum,  as  against  36  inches- 
for  the  whole  of  England.  The  parish  of  Ashbocking  shows  only 
19  inches  rainfall  per  annum  on  an  average.  The  number  of 
“ rainy  ” days,  however,  is  very  considerable,  in  spite  of  the  low 
average  rainfall.  Further,  the  prevailing  winds  are  North- 
Easterly  and  Easterly,  both  drying  winds,  so  that  in  spite  of  the 
general  heavy  character  of  the  soil  the  moisture  is  extracted 
from  the  surface  rapidly  those  winds  and  the  cereal  crops  on 
the  heavy  lands  are  apt  to  be  choked  by  the  “caking”  around 
them  from  drying  of  the  soil  around  the  stalks.  The  farming 
industry  is  rendered  precarious  owing  to  this  paucity  of  rainfall 
and  the  drying  power  of  the  prevailing  winds.  It  is  only  a 
natural  consequence  of  these  physical  conditions  that  the  County 
on  the  whole  is  not  a wealthy  one,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  a high  average  standard  of  cultivation.  I have  the  opinion 
that  this  high  standard  is  not  extended  to  the  development  of 
the  large  area  of  marsh  land  in  the  County,  and  I consider  that 
powers  of  enforcing  proper  dyking  and  ditching  should  be  given 
to  the  County  Council.  This  has,  I believe,  been  advocated  by 
the  Surveyor  of  Eoads. 

The  populous  districts  are  grouped  along  the  coast ; the 
population  is  maintained  there  by  the  employment  offered  in 
fishing  and  ^mchting,  and  general  provision  for  visitors  to  the 
coastal  towns  and  villages  as  health  resorts. 

The  railway  branches  at  Ipswich  into  two  main  lines  to 
Yarmouth  and  Norwich  respectively,  which  practically  run  along 
the  Eastern  and  Western  border  of  the  County.  These  lines 
are  placed  in  communication  with  one  another  at  the  Northern 
border  of  the  County  by  the  Waveney  Valley  line  : these  lines 
form  roughly  a triangle  with  its  base  towards  the  North.  The 
area  enclosed  by  this  triangle  is  supplied  by  branch  lines  and  by 
the  ]Mid- Suffolk  Railway,  which  will  eventually  cross  the  County 
and  idace  the  two  lines  to  Yarmouth  and  Norwich  in  communi- 
cation with  each  other.  At  present  there  is  a large  tract  of 
country  which  is  not  served  by  railway.  Along  the  railways 
centres  of  mechanical  industry  have  sprung  up — at  Bramford,, 
Stowmarket,  Leiston,  Beccles,  and  Bungay.  With  the  exception 
of  these  places  (and  of  Lowestoft)  the  County  is  strictly  rural 
and  the  population  outside  a few  ancient  natural  centres  is 
scattered  throughout  a very  wide  area. 

The  administration  of  Public  Health  is  rendered  more 
difficult  and  more  costly  on  account  of  the  small  number  of 
inhabitants  scattered  throughout  a very  large  area  of  country. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  tlie  Gotinty. 


For  this  purpose  the  County  is  divided  into  Districts 
consisting  of  Municipal  Boroughs,  Urban  Districts,  and  Bural 
Districts. 


The  County  Borough  of  Ipswich  is  not  included  in  the  area 
over  which  the  County  Council  has  jurisdiction. 


The  Naval  and  Military  establishments  at  Shotle>'  and 
Landguard  Fort  are  supervised  by  their  own  Sanitary  Officers. 

The  sanitary  supervision  of  these  Districts  is  practically 
entrusted  to  the  following  Medical  Officers  : — 


Boronphsand  Urban 
Districts. 


Medical  Officers  and  Qualifications. 


Aldeburgh 

Beccles 

Bungay 

Eye  - - - - 

Felixstowe  and  Walton 

Halesworth 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell 

Lowestoft 

,,  Port  S.A. 
Oulton  Broad  - 
iSaxmundham  - 


Southwold 

Stowmarket 

Woodbridge 


E.  B.  Wrightson,  B.A.,  M.D.  (Dublin),  L.M.E.C.P.I. 

G.  E.  Fox,  F.E.C.S.  (Eng.) 

E.  E.  H.  Leach,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon.),  jLE.C.S., 
L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

H.  E.  Barnes,  M.D.  (Lond.),  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Loud.) 

G.  J.  Conford,  B.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon),  M.E.C.S., 
L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

P.  J.  De  Nyssen,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

H.  M.  Sylvester,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

^ A.  Marshall,  M.D.  (Brux.),  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.), 
\ L.S.A.,  D.P.H.,  E.C.P.S.I. 

L.  Gibson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Eclin.) 

I A.  Middleton  Hewat,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.),  resigned. 

AV.  S.  Forbes,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H.  (Cantab), 
' appointed  December,  1913. 

B.  H.  Howard  Tripp,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

S.  Hillier,  AI.D.,  C.M.  (Edin.) 

AV.  Eedpath,  M.B.  (Lond.),  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 


Rural  Districts. 
Blything  - 

Bosmere  and  Claydon 
East  Stow- 
Hartismere 


Hoxne 

Mutford  and 

Lothingland 
Plomesgate 
Samford  - 
Wangford  - 

AA^oodbridge 


P.  J.  L.  Morris,  AI.E.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.E.C.P.  and  L.AI. 
(Edin.) 

E.  V.  Gostling,  B.A.  (Cantab),  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 
S.  Hillier,  M.D.,  C.M.  (Edin.) 

I E.  G.  Barnes,  AI.D.  (Bond.),  M.E.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.S.A. 
1 (resigned) . 

j H.  E.  Barnes,  M.D.  (Bond.),  M.E.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.E.C.P. 
(Bond.),  appointed  December,  1913. 

F.  C.  James,  M.B.  (Durham),  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.  (liond.), 
D.P.H.,  E.C.P.S.  (Lond.) 

L.  Gibson,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.) 

J.  Cordy  Keer,  AI.E.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.S.A. 

H.  P.  Sleigh,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Aberd.) 

E.  E.  H.  Leach,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon.),  M.E.C.S., 
L.E.C.P.  (Lond.) 

Elphinstone  Hollis,  M.D.  (Edin.) 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  County  as  given  in  the 
Corrected  Census  Returns  of  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  year  I 9 1 1 . 


Districts. 

Area 
in  Acres. 

Number  of 
Families. 

Population 
in  1901. 

Population 
in  1911. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

Boroughs  and 
Urban. 

Aldeburgh  (M.B.)  - 

i,68;i 

581 

2,405 

2,374 

31 

Beccles  (M.B.)  - 

2,017 

1,692 

6,898 

7,139 

241 

— 

Bungay 

2,642 

826 

3,314 

3,359 

15 

— 

Eye  (M.B.) 

4,410 

458 

2,004 

2,000 

— 

4 

Felixstowe  A lYalton 

:-},962 

1,704 

5,815 

8,666 

2,851 

— 

Haleswortli 

1,132 

572 

2,246 

2,258 

12 

— 

Leiston-cum -Size  well 

4,994 

974 

3,259 

4,359 

1,100 

— 

Lowestoft  (M.B.) 

2,112 

7,640 

29,850 

33,777 

3,927 

— 

0 niton  Broad  - 

1,215 

936 

2,953 

4,109 

1,156 

— 

Saxmundham  - 

1,107 

355 

1,452 

1,404 

— 

48 

Southwold  (M.B.) 

590 

677 

2,800 

2,655 

— 

145 

Stowmarket 

1,038 

1,031 

4,162 

4,230 

68 

— 

Wood  bridge 

1,097 

1,205 

4,640 

4,623 

— 

17 

Total  Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts  - 

27,949 

18,651 

« 

71,798 

80,953 

9,400 

245 

Eural. 

Blytliing 

87,438 

4,301 

17,272 

18,190 

918 

— 

Bosmere  and  Claydon 

58,881 

3,378 

14,097 

14,070 

— 

27 

East  Stow 

21,647 

1.401 

5,930 

6,223 

293 

— 

Hartismere 

50,100 

2,742 

11,510 

11,485 

— 

25 

Hoxne 

52,842 

2,515 

10,221 

10,408 

187 

— 

Mutford  and 

Lothingland 

28,171 

2,574 

10,535 

11,184 

649 

— 

Blomesgate 

72,629 

3,714 

15,754 

15,708 

— 

46 

Samford  - 

45,347 

3,001 

.12,253 

13,868 

1,615 

— 

Wangford 

30,910 

1,090 

4,673 

4.820 

147 

— 

Woodbridge 

73,327 

3,652 

15,127 

16,314 

1,187 

— 

Total  Eural 

521,292 

28,368 

117,372 

122,270 

4,996 

98 

Boroughs  and  Urban 

Districts 

27,949 

18,651 

71,798 

80,953 

9,400 

245 

Eural  Districts  - 

521,292 

28,368 

117,372 

122,270 

4,996 

98 

Total  East  Suffolk  - 

549,241 

47,019 

189,170 

203,223 

14,396 

343 

Nett  increase  in  population,  1901-1911,  1 4,051. 


10 


To  facilitate  the  estimation  of  the  populations  at  the  middle 
of  each  year  the  Registrar  General  has  constructed  factors  which 
are  based  upon  a study  of  the  natural  increase  of  population  of 
England  and  Wales.  In  East  Suffolk  these  give  the  same 
results  approximately  as  the  “ Method  of  Logarithms  ” which  I 
have  used  to  check  the  results,  and  these  factors  are  certainly 
easier  to  use.  I quote  the  factors  devised  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  estimating  the  populations  to  the  middle  of  each 
year : — 

For  Year.  Factor. 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


.02,634,780 

.13,242,746 

.23,960,799 

.34,790,096 

.45,731,880 

.56,787,619 

.67,958,101 

.79,244,797 

.90,648,664 

1.02,170,833 


The  method  of  estimation  is  to  multiply  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  population  between  1901  and  1911  census  (see 
page  9)  by  the  factor.  Add  or  subtract  the  result  (according  to 
whether  there  is  an  increase  or  decrease)  to  the  population  of 
census  1911. 


For  correcting  the  death-rate  the  Registrar  General  provides 
the  following  factors  for  each  district. 


Urban. 

Aldeburgh  (M.B.) 

.8838 

Beccles  (M.B.)  ... 

.9007 

Bungay 

.8561 

Eye  (M.B.) 

.7098 

Felixstowe  and  Walton 

1.0590 

Halesworth 

.8386 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell 

.9897 

Lowestoft 

.9340 

Oulton  Broad  ... 

.9344 

Saxmundham 

.8497 

Southwold  (M.B.) 

.8544 

Stowmarket 

.8556 

Woodbridge 

.8242 

Total  Urban 

.9194 

Eural. 


Blything 

.7799 

Bosmere  and  Claydon 

.7889 

East  Stow 

.8248 

Hartismere 

.8021 

Hoxne  ... 

.7937 

Mutford  & Lothingland 

.8430 

Plomesgate 

.8141 

Samf  ord 

.9033 

Wangford 

.7890 

Woodbridge 

.8365 

Total  Rural  ••• 

.8132 

For  whole  County,  .8526. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  County  for  1913. 

The  statistics  are  not  strictly  comparable  with  those  for 
1912,  as  the  correcting  factors  were  not  used.  They  compare 
very  favorably  with  previous  figures. 


Urban 

Kural 

Whole 

Districts. 

Districts. 

County. 

Estimated  population  to  middle  of 

1913 

83,146 

123,443 

206,589 

Nett  birth-rate  per  1,000 

Nett  death-rate  per  1,000  at  all  ages 

24.28 

21.55 

22.65 

(corrected)  ... 

10.92 

10.09 

10.40 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  births 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

81.7 

71.4 

75.89 

number 

695 

839 

1,534 

,,  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis number  ... 

171 

127 

298 

,,  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis, Rate  (per 
1,000) 

2.05 

1.02 

1.44 

,,  other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  number 

65 

70 

135 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Death-rate  from  Pulmonarj^  Tuber- 

73 

115 

188 

culosis  per  1,000  (not  corrected) 

.87 

.93 

.91 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuber- 

92 

145 

237 

culosis  (not  corrected) 

1.10 

1.17 

1.00 

Tables  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

As  a guide — in  the  event  of  an  abnormal  increase  in 
population — I quote  the  Registrar-General’s  statistics  as  to  the 
Natural  Increase  of  Populations  in  East  Suffolk  per  1,000  living. 
(Calculated  from  births  and  deaths  under  one  year.) 

Urban  Districts.  llural  Districts. 


Aldeburgh  M.B. 

3.3 

Blything 

7.9 

Beccles  M.B. 

11.4 

Bosmere  and  Claydon 

10.1 

Bungay 

6.8 

East  Stow 

7.7 

Bye  M.B.  

2.5 

Hartismere 

7.7 

Felixstowe  and  Walton 

8.6 

Hoxne  ... 

6.4 

Halesworth 

4.9 

Mutford  and  Lothingland 

12.8 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell ... 

14.2 

Plomesgate 

8.2 

Lowestoft  M.B. 

13.8 

Samford 

5.2 

Oulton  Broad  ... 

21.8 

Wangford 

7.7 

Saxmundham  ... 

-2.8 

Woodbridge 

6.1 

Southwold  M.B. 

8.7 

Stowmarket 

4.0 

Woodbridge 

4.3 

Total  Urban  Districts,  10.9.  Total  Rural  Districts,  7.9. 

Total  whole  County,  9.1. 
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Dates  on  which  District  Annual  Reports 

were  received  : — 


Urban  Districts. 


1914. 

Aldeburgh 

11th  Mar. 

Beccles 

23rd  May 

Bungay 

13  th  Mar. 

Eye 

24th  Feb. 

Felixstowe  and 

Walton  ... 

25th  Mar. 

Hales  worth 

12th  ,, 

Leiston-cum-Size 

well  17th  ,, 

Lowestoft  ... 

25th  May 

Oulton  Broad 

21st  Mar. 

Saxmundham 

21st  Aprl. 

Southwold 

...  9th  ,, 

Stowmarket 

. . . 9th  Feb. 

Woodbridge 

16th  Feh. 

Kiiral  Districts. 


1914. 

Bly thing 

25  th  Alar. 

Bosmere  and 

Claydon 

21st  July 

East  Stow 

28th  Feb. 

Hartismere 

24  th  ,, 

Hoxne 

21st  Alar. 

Mutford  and 

Lothingland  ... 

28th  Aprl. 

Plomesgate 

27th  Mar. 

Sam  ford 

6th  ,, 

Wangford 

20th  ,, 

Woodbridge 

23rd  ,, 

It  is  difficalt  to  prepare  a report  when  the  materials  do  not 
arrive  early.  I am  glad  to  note  the  early  despatch  of  the 
Reports  of  Beccles  and  Lowestoft  Boroughs,  both  of  which  have 
been  in  former  years  very  belated.  The  Report  of  Bosmere  and 
Claydon  Rural  District  is  to  reach  me  before  going  to  press. 
This  is  a disadvantage,  as  good  work  is  being  done  in  that 
district.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  allow  himself 
to  get  the  credit  of  it,  as  he  will  not  send  in  his  report  in  good 
time. 


Digest  of  Reports  of  District  Medical  Officers 

of  Health. 

Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts. 

Aldeburgh 

Djr.  Wrightson  estimates  the  population  at  2,500,  as 
Avhen  the  census  was  taken  in  1911  there  were  at  least  150  men 
away  on  board  yachts  and  ships.  It  should  be  recollected, 
however,  that  the  same  conditions  would  apply  when  the 
census  was  taken  in  1901.  On  the  two  census  figures  there 
is  a decrease  in  population  of  31,  which  Dr.  Wrightson  does 
not  take  into  account  in  his  vital  statistics.  The  birth-rate 
was  21.6,  an  increase,  and  the  death-rate  11.6  per  1,000,  a 
decrease  on  the  figures  for  1912.  The  number  of  births 
exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  25.  There  were  only  3 
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notifications  of  Zymotic  Disease  and  2 of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

The  whole  district  is  sewered,  only  four  houses  and  two 
workshops  being  not  connected  up.  With  the  exception  of 
there  being  no  isolation  hospital  accommodation  available, 
the  sanitary  circumstances  are  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

4 ) 

g|comi)lied  with 

15 
86 
86 
80 

Dr.  Fox  reports  that  the  birth-rate  Avas  20.8,  and  the 
death-rate  11.4  per  1,000,  a slight  decrease  in  each  case. 
The  Infantile  Morfality  was  106.6  per  1,000  births,  there 
being  16  deaths,  of  which  12  took  place  during  the  first 
7 da^'s  of  life.  Tlie  water  supply  and  seAverage  are 
satisfactory.  The  folloAving  is  the  percentage  approximately 
of  the  types  of  closets  : — Water  closets  94  %,  pail  closets  8%, 
privies  2%,  to  cesspools  1 %. 

The  General  Hospital  admits  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 
one  such  being  admitted  during  the  year.  The  Isolation 
Hospital  has  not  been  opened.  There  Avere  52  cases  of 
Scarlet  FeAmr,  mostly  of  a mild  type  ; one,  hoAA^ever,  in  a 
child  aged  tAvo  years  Avas  fatal.  There  Avere  tAvo  main 
outbreaks,  one  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  j ear,  a continua- 
tion of  the  1912  epidemic,  and  the  second  in  the  late 
autumn.  The  cases  Avere  treated  at  home  by  inunction  of 
eucalyptus  oil  and  painting  the  throat  Avith  carbolic  acid 
solution.  Dr.  Fox  is  favourably  impressed  Avith  the  effect 
of  this  treatment. 

There  AAmre  18  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  14  being  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  Avere  seven  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  four  after  a short  illness.  Three 
cases  AAmre  sent  to  IpsAvich  Sanatorium  and  one  to  Brompton 
Hospital. 

The  slaughter  houses  (5),  factories  (8),  and  Avorkshops 
(17),  bakehouses,  dairies,  and  milkshops  (9),  cowsheds  (ll), 
and  lodging  house  (l),  haAm  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory.  Storm  Avater  relief  seAvers  have  been  con- 
structed. 


Work  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Statutory  notices  served 
Informal  notices 
Inspections — Bake  Offices 
CoAV  Sheds 
Slaughter  Houses 
Workshops 

Beccles. 
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Bungay. 

Dr.  Leach  reports  a birth-rate  of  18.4  per  1,000,  a 
considerable  decrease,  and  a death-rate  of  8.9  per  1,000, 
a slight  increase.  The  infantile  mortality  was  109.1  per 
1,000  births,  a very  large  percentage  increase  on  last  year 
(38.7  per  1,000).  There  were  23  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified,  of  which  11  were  of  Tuberculosis,  six  of  those  being 
Pulmonary.  There  were  six  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 
Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a private  school,  the 
origin  of  them  being  obscure. 

The  water  supply  is  bad  in  general.  Of  nine  samples,, 
six  proved  on  analysis  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 
Two  firms  of  engineers  have  been  engaged  to  suggest  a 
scheme  of  water  supply,  which  is  urgently  needed.  43  houses 
have  water  closets.  The  Sanitaiy  Authority  empties  weekly 
the  tubs  provided  for  earth  closets.  Periodical  removal  of 
house  refuse  in  addition  is  desirable.  There  are  ten 
registered  cowkeepers,  whose  premises  have  been  inspected. 
They  are  clean,  but  many  of  the  sheds  are  old,  ill  adapted, 
and  dilapidated.  Two  cow  sheds  were  specially  inspected  by 
a Sub- Committee,  and  alterations  were  ordered  which  have 
not  been  carried  out.  The  work  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c..  Act,  shows  how  very  urgently  new  houses  are 
required. 

Eye. 

Dr.  Henry  Barnes  reports  a birth-rate  of  17  per  1,000, 
a considerable  decrease,  and  a death-rate  of  16  per  1,000,  a 
slight  decrease  upon  the  figures  for  1912.  He  calls 
attention  to  the  average  high  death-rate  for  the  Borough 
as  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
infantile  mortality  was  117  per  1,000  births.  There  were 
eleven  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  of  Avhich  three 
Avere  of  Tuberculosis,  tAvo  of  Avhich  Avere  Pulmonary.  The 
Isolation  Cottage  Avas  opened  for  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  question  of  seAverage  is  under  consideration.  FortA' 
feet  of  new  seAver  have  been  laid  and  the  main  seAver  partly 
relaid.  A system  of  public  scavenging  of  earth  closets  has 
been  brought  into  use.  Earth  closets  are  replacing  the  old 
privies.  Bye-iaAA"s  as  to  nuisances  haAm  been  adopted.  No 
disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  for  the  use  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  Avater  supply  is  from  shalloAV 
Avells  open  to  pollution. 
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Felixstowe  and  Walton. 

Dr.  Conford  reports  a slight  increase  in  the  birth  and 
death  rates,  being  17.5  and  8.6  respectively  ; the  death-rate 
is  exceptionally  low.  The  infantile  mortality  was  60.2  per 
1,000  births.  Fifty-one  cases  of  Infections  Diseases  were 
notified — 22  of  Diphtheria  and  22  of  Tuberculosis,  of  which 
18  were  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  also  one  case  of 
Cerehro  Spinal  Meningitis.  The  Isolation  Hospital  has 
been  in  use  throughout  the  year  except  for  ten  weeks. 
There  is  no  steam  disinfector,  and  the  installation  of  this 
and  of  telephonic  connection  is  advised.  The  cost  of 
maintenance  was  £2  16s.  6d.  a week  per  patient.  The 

water  supply  is  about  to  he  augmented.  The  sewerage 
system  has  been  considerablj'^  increased.  A professional  rat 
catcher  is  employed  at  5d.  per  hour  ; also  dead  rats  are  paid 
for  at  Id.  and  2d.  per  rat  according  to  size,  8,500  rats  being 
paid  for.  Rat  destruction  cost  altogether  £101  6s.  l^d.  A 
public  ab/ittoir,  instead  of  the  existing  slaughterhouses,  is 
recommended.  The  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  dairies, 
and  cowsheds,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  in  two  of 
the  latter  great  improvements  have  been  made. 

There  were  1,676  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded  for 
Felixstowe,  as  against  1,609  for  Eastbourne,  in  1918.  The 
mean  maximum  temperature  was  64.8,  and  the  mean 
minimum  53.4  for  the  months  of  Julj^  August,  and 
September. 

Dr.  Conford  gives  a most  excellent  report  of  the 
health  of  Felixstowe,  and  the  progressive  character  of  its 
sanitary  work  may  he  measured  by  its  continued  high 
reputation  as  a health  resort. 

Hales  worth. 

Dr.  De  Nyssen  gives  the  birth-rate  at  17.27  (a  decrease) 
and  the  death-rate  at  11.07  per  1,000.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  102.5  per  1,000  births.  The  employment  of  a 
District  Nurse  is  advised.  An  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred,  12  cases  being  notified.  It  is  probable  that  several 
cases  were  not  reported.  There  were  3 cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified,  one  being  Pulmonary.  There  were  2 deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred. 
In  all  there  were  17  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
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The  water  supply  being  from  shallow  wells  is  open  to 
pollution,  and  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory.  A water 
supply  system  would  be  beneficial.  The  River  Blytb  has 
still  too  many  overflow  pipes  from  cesspools  emptying  into 
it,  but  there  has  been  improvement  owing  to  the  adoption 
of  the  dry  earth-pail  closet  system.  Cesspits,  dead  wells, 
privy  middens,  and  pail  closets  are  emptied  under  contract 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  A pump  has  been  purchased 
for  emptying  cesspools.  There  are  337  pail  closets,  117 
middens,  and  40  cesspools. 

The  question  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  has 
been  considered  bj^  the  Council. 

Leiston-ciim-SizewelL 

De.  Sylvestee  reports  145  births,  being  a birth-rate  of 
31.3  per  1,000,  a record  for  the  district.  The  death-rate  is 
11  per  1,000,  an  increase  on  1912.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  75.8  per  1,000  births.  There  were  17  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified.  Of  these  8 were  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  8 Scarlet  Fever,  and  1 Diphtheria.  There 
were  3 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Dr.  Sylvester  strongly  advocates  the  provision  of  a 
Cottage  Hospital. 

The  new  water  supply  provided  by  the  Authority,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  shortly  available.  The  sewage  disposal 
works  have  proved  inadequate,  and  have  been  considerably 
altered  and  enlarged.  There  are  about  450  water  closets, 
an  equal  number  of  pail  closets  and  4 midden  privies. 
Movable  receptacles  are  emplo^md  for  house  refuse. 

Factories  (5),  workshops  (17),  slaughterhouses  (5), 
bakehouses  (4),  dairies,  cowsheds  (ll),  and  milkshops  (l) 
have  been  inspected  and  the  defects  found  remedied. 

Lowestoft. 

De.  Maeshall  reports  a birth-rate  of  27.7  per  1,000, 
an  increase,  and  a death-rate  of  11.8  per  1,000,  the  lowest 
death-rate  since  1875.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  85 
per  1,000,  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  borough.  Dr. 
Marshall  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  natural  and 
social  conditions  of  Lowestoft,  The  chief  occupation  is  net 
fishing  and  the  preparation  and  packing  of  fish,  also  the 
letting  of  lodgings  in  summer. 

The  water  supply  is  regulaHy  analysed,  and  the  results 
are  found  to  be  good.  Certain  storm  water  relief  sewers 
have  been  completed  during  the  year.  The  rural  portions 
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of  the  borough  will  be  sewered  as  soon  as  sanction  has  been 
received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the  Council’s 
proposed  scheme. 

Approximate  number  of  water  closets 

with  flushing  apparatus  7,575 
,,  ,,  without  ,,  60 

,,  ,,  privies  ...  ...  313 

House  refuse  is  removed  daily  or  twice  or  thrice  weekly. 

Sanitary  Administration. — The  officers  engaged  in 
this  department  are  the  Chief  Inspector,  the  Assistant 
Inspector,  and  a Clerk,  and  the  work  is  divided  between 
them,  the  Fish  Markets,  &c.,  being  inspected  by  the  Chief 
Inspector,  while  the  Port  is  inspected  by  the  Assistant, 
who  also  inspects  incoming  cattle  for  slaughtering  and 
superintends  refuse  removal  and  scavenging.  The  Clerk,  in 
addition  to  clerical  work,  superintends  the  removal  of 
Infectious  cases  to  the  Hospital  and  the  disinfection 
of  the  clothing,  &c. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  of  32  beds  is 
about  to  be  increased  by  twelve  beds.  A Porter’s  Lodge 
will  also  be  provided.  357  cases  were  treated  during  the 
year.  549  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Cases 

notified. 

286 

Deaths. 

4 

Diphtheria 

81 

17 

Enteric  Fever 

14 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

29 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

100 

33 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

36 

12 

Greatest  prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever  in  North  Ward. 

„ ,,  Diphtheria  in  West  Ward. 

,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  in  North  Ward. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  is 
very  large,  and  it  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  the 
Authority  has  Undertaken  the  enlargement  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  tonnage  of  Inward  Shipping  during  the  past  year 
was  212,210  tons,  in  respect  of  836  ships,  of  which  614  were 
British  and  154  Norwegian. 
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Oulton  Broad. 

Dr.  Gibson  gives  the  birth-rate  at  31.01  per  1,000,  an 
increase,  and  the  death-rate  at  8.95  per  1,000,  a decrease  on 
the  figures  for  1912.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was 
95.59  per  1,000  births.  43  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified,  32  being  Scarlet  Fever,  and  9 of  Tuberculosis,  5 of 
which  were  Pulmonary.  There  were  3 deaths  from 
Pulmonary  TubeL'culosis.  The  public  water  supply  is 
connected  with  353  out  of  895  inhabited  houses.  Samples 
of  water  from  15  wells  supplying  46  houses.  Of  these  5 
were  unsatisfactory  and  4 were  connected  to  the  public 
water  supply.  The  drainage  system  consists  of  cesspools, 
pail  closets,  and  a few  privies.  5 privies  were  changed  to 
pail  closets.  There  are  about  313  cesspools  which  are 
emptied  by  a contractor  on  receipt  of  a written  notice. 
This  notice  is  often  not  sent,  even  when  the  cesspool  is 
overflowing.  The  adoption  of  a water  carriage  system  has 
been  discussed  for  six  years,  and  nothing  has  been  done. 
House  refuse  is  collected  and  removed  weekly. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  been 
inspected,  also  slaughterhouses  (3),  factories  (7),  workshops 
(29).  Eight  plans  of  new  workshops  were  passed  in  the 
year.  Dr.  Gibson  gives  a very  full  account  of  the  work  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
being  the  largest  since  it  was  built,  and  the  accommodation 
was  on  two  occasions  insufficient.  He  recommends  that 
two  wards  of  four  beds  each  should  be  erected  as  a 
convalescent  ward  and  observation  ward,  and  this  suggestion 
is  under  consideration.  The  water  supply  of  the  Hospital 
is  also  under  consideration. 

Saxmundham. 

Dr.  Hewat  and  Dr.  Forbes  are  jointlj^  responsible  for 
the  report  on  Saxmundham  Urban  District,  Dr.  Forbes 
reporting  the  vital  statistics  and  occurrence  of  Infectious 
Disease.  Dr.  Forbes  took  up  dut^^  in  December,  1913.  The 
birth-rate  is  16.5  per  1,000,  and  the  death-rate  9.3  per 
1,000.  There  was  no  infantile  mortality.  Two  deaths 
occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  were 
notified  18  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  of  which  11  were 
Diphtheria  and  6 Tuberculosis,  5 of  which  were  Pulmonary. 
Diphtheria  occurred  as  an  epidemic  in  December.  It  had 
probably  existed  amongst  school  children  for  the  previous 
month.  Swabs  taken  from  185  school  children  and  5 
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teachers  showed  the  presence  of  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus  in 
18  children.  The  school  was  closed-  Subsequently  other 
cases  Avere  notified.  The  drainage  in  most  of  the  houses 
was  defective.  The  water  supply  of  the  house  AAdiere  the 
family  resided,  which  was  suspected  of  being  the  primary 
source,  was  polluted  ijrobably  from  the  stream  which 
receives  the  town  sewage,  as  also  that  of  another  house. 
Two  wells  were  closed  in  consequence. 

The  outbreak  puts  a special  emphasis  on  the  urgent 
need  of  a sound  sewerage  system  and  wholesome  waiter  supply. 
The  scheme  for  proidding  a water  supply  has  been  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  sewerage  scheme  has 
been  deferred.  There  are  107  water  closets,  159  earth 
closets  (pails),  and  80  privy  middens.  A system  for  refuse 
removal  is  desirable.  The  Isolation  Cottage  has  been  put  in 
good  repair. 

.Southwold. 

Dr.  Tripp  reports  the  birth-rate  at  18.1  per  1,000,  an 
increase,  and  the  death-rate  at  12.8  per  1,000,  also  an 
increase.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  41.7  per  1,000 
births.  The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
Avas  8,  4 of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
1 of  Poliomyelitis.  The  water  supply  is  excellent.  The 
seAA^age  disposal  Avorks  are  under  consideration  for  recon- 
struction, as  the  present  Avorks  are  inadequate.  The 
Isolation  Hospital  AA^as  used  for  2 cases  only.  Great  difficulty 
Avas  experienced  in  obtaining  a cook  and  cleaner  for  the 
time.  A nevA"  caretaker  has  been  appointed.  Dr.  Tripp  gives 
interesting  tables  in  respect  of  the  constitution  of  the 
population,  e.g.,  betAveen  1907  and  1911  there  was  an  increase 
of  26  in  the  number  of  families  and  a decrease  of  145  in 
population. 

:Stowmarket. 

Dr.  Hillier  reports  a birth-rate  of  24.7  per  1,000,  an 
increase,  and  a death-rate  of  10.3  per  1,000,  a decrease.  The 
infantile  mortality  Avas  52.6  per  1,000  births.  There  AA^ere 
three  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  were  12 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  seven  of  them  being 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Tavo  cases  of  Diphtlieria  occurred 
in  houses  in  Avhich  the  Avater  from  the  Avells  Avas  condemned. 
Reports  on  the  bakehouses  (lO),  slaughter  houses  (7),  coav 
sheds  (3),  dairies,  common  lodging  houses  (2),  factories 
(79),  and  Avorkshop  (l)  shoAV  that  the  sanitary  work  is  A^ery 
active.  Refuse  is  collected  tAvice  a Aveek  and  burned.  Night 
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soil  from  earth  closets  aod  privies  is  regularly  removed.  The 
sewerage  is  under  consideration.  A scheme  is  projected  for 
the  whole  of  the  butt  pipe  sewers  to  be  reconstructed  with 
glazed  socketed  pipes  in  the  Urban  District  and  in  several 
other  streets.  The  existing  sewers  will  be  left  for  surface 
water.  There  are  32  privies  and  25  earth  closets.  Water 
closets  have  taken  the  place  of  other  forms  in  7 cases. 
Much  activity  is  shown  generally  in  this  connection,  and 
also  in  general  sanitation.  In  only  8 cases  were  notices 
not  complied  with,  and  in  sev^en  of  those  orders  have  been 
given  for  work  to  be  done.  The  water  supply  from  wells  is 
continually  receiving  attention.  When  found  unfit  the 
wells  are  closed  and  the  town  water  supply  laid  on.  The 
water  is  treated  by  a Candy  filtering  plant. 

Woodbridge. 

De.  Redpath  reports  the  birth-rate  at  19.4  per  1,000, 
and  the  death-rate  at  12.7  per  1,000.  The  infantile 
mortality  was  100  per  1,000  births.  There  were  eleven 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  3 of  Enteric  Fever, 
3 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  3 of  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  The  Avater  supply  is  chiefly  from  the  Wood- 
bridge  Waterworks  Company.  The  recommendation  that 
the  condition  of  two  out  of  the  three  sewage  outfalls  should 
engage  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Council  is  repeated. 
The  pail  system  is  replacing  the  privy  vaults  and  middens  ; 
43  cesspools  have  been  abolished,  and  63  earth  closets 
provided.  Night  soil  is  removed  regularly.  Dr.  Redpath 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  in  the  district. 

Rural  Districts. 

Blything. 

De.  Moeeis  reports  the  birth-rate  at  22.8  per  1.000,, 
and  the  death-rate  at  12.8  per  1,000.  The  infantile  mortality 
was  64.4  per  1,000  births.  There  were  97  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified,  included  among  Avhich  were  53  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  4 of  Diphtheria,  3 of  Enteric  Fever,  and  35  of 
Tuberculosis,  27  of  which  were  Pulmonary.  A considerable 
amount  of  general  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out ; 
sewers  have  been  relaid  in  Darsham  and  Yoxford.  The 
water  supply  is  chiefly  from  shallow  wells  liable  to  pollution. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds,  bakehouses,  factories,  and 
workshops  have  been  regularly  visited. 
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Bosmere  and  Claydon. 

Dr.  Gostling  reports  the  birth-rate  at  24. B per  1,000, 
an  increase  and  above  the  average  for  10  years.  The 
death-rate  was  10.4,  the  lowest  on  record.  The  infantile 
mortality  was  55  per  1,000  births,  also  the  lowest  on  record. 
There  were  9 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  77  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  including  Scarlet  Fever 
43,  Diphtheria  3,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  17,  other  forms  9. 
42  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
A large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  came  from 
Crowfield,  the  sanitary  condition  of  which  leaves  much  to 
be  desired.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  this,  both  in 
the  matter  of  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal.  The 
water  scheme  for  Bramford  has  been  completed.  Water 
supplies  in  other  districts  are  receiving  consideration. 

East  Stow. 

Dr.  Hillier  reports  the  birth-rate  at  21.2  per  1,000,  a 
decrease,  and  a death-rate  of  8.5  per  1,000,  also  a decrease. 
The  infantile  mortality  was  44  per  1,000  births.  Three  cases 
died  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  21  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  notified,  including  2 of  Diphtheria,  6 of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  9 cases  of  Tuberculosis,  7 of  which  were 
Pulmonaiy ; also  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  with  a fatal 
termination.  Dr.  Hillier  comments  on  the  fact  that  the 
sewage  of  Haughley  finds  its  way  into  the  River  Gipping 
about  half  a mile  above  where  the  water  of  this  stream 
forms  the  domestic  supply  of  several  cottages,  constituting 
a dangerous  water  supply.  The  sewers  in  the  lower  or 
urban  portion  of  Stow  upland  are  being  extended. 

Hartismere. 

Dr.  Edgar  G.  Barnes,  in  x^resenting  his  last  report 
after  41  years  of  service  with  the  Council,  takes  the  occasion 
to  review  the  gradual  and  real  i)rogress  made  in  sanitary 
matters.  The  water  supply  has  been  materially  improved, 
there  being  38  public  wells,  and  a dry  season  does  not  cause 
a water  famine  in  the  way  it  did  40  years  ago.  Scarlet 
Fever  has  diminished  in  numbers  and  severity  to  a marked 
degree,  and  this  Dr.  Barnes  attributes  to  the  Notification 
Act  of  1889.  He  recommends  that  Measles  be  made 
notifiable,  and  hopes  that  equally  good  results  would  be 
obtained.  Enteric  Fever  also  shows  a marked  reduction. 
The  death-rate  is  reduced  from  an  average  of  18  x)er  1,000 
to  12.6  per  1,000. 
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Dr.  Barnes  reports  the  birth-rate  at  22.3  per  1,000  and 
the  death-rate  at  12.2  per  1,000.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  66  per  1,000  births.  37  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  notified,  of  these  13  were  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  14  of  Tuberculosis,  12  of  which  were  pulmonary. 
There  were  7 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There 
was  one  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis.  Five  new  public 
wells  have  been  provided,  two  in  Mendlesham,  and  one  each 
in  Gislingham,  Rishangles,  and  Thwaite.  Certificates  under 
the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  have  been  granted  for  4 
new  houses.  The  keeping  of  ducks  and  geese  in  large 
numbers  at  Redgrave  constituting  a nuisance  (smell  and 
noise)  recurred  again  this  year. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  factories, 
workshops,  bakehouses,  dairies,  and  cowsheds.  The 
report,  in  fact,  is  the  careful  record  of  excellent  work.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  the  last  time  we  can  expect  a 
report  from  Dr.  Edgar  Barnes. 


Hoxne. 

De.  James  reports  the  birth-rate  at  21.1  per  1,000  and 
the  death-rate  at  14.3  per  1.000.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  95.0  per  1,000  births.  This  rate  has  been 
abnormally  high  for  the  last  two  years  in  the  Stradbroke 
Sub-District,  and,  taking  the  mean  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  the  last  10  years.  Dr.  James  finds  it — 

In  Stradbroke  Sub -District  ...  115  per  1,000 

In  Dennington  ,,  ,,  ...  84  ,,  ,, 

Thus  it  appears  probable  that  there  is  some  influence 
adversely  affecting  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  the 
Stradbroke  Sub-District  as  compared  with  the  Dennington 
Sub-District. 

There  were  42  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  of 
wdiich  16  were  Scarlet  Fever,  2 Diphtheria,  17  Tuberculosis, 
of  which  13  were  Pulmonary.  Dr.  James  comments  on  the 
want  of  an  Isolation  Hospital,  e.g.,  wdiere  a male  lodger  had 
practically  to  nurse  a mother  and  her  daughter  suffering 
from  Diphtheria.  There  was  a severe  epiidemic  of  Measles, 
with  eight  deaths,  in  children.  Dr.  James  considers  that 
closure  of  schools  for  this  disease  is  undesirable,  as  it 
promotes  the  spread  of  disease  to  adjoining  parishes. 
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ReferriDg  to  Tuberculosis,  in  1912,  23  cases  were  notified  ; 
7 of  these  have  since  died.  In  1913  there  were  17  cases 
(13  Pulmonary)  notified  ; of  these  6 cases  have  died  in  the 
year.  Out  of  13  deaths  during  the  year  (3  not  notified) 
12  occurred  in  the  Stradbroke  Sub-District. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland. 

Dr.  Gibson  reports  the  birth-rate  at  25.57  per  1,000, 
an  increase,  and  the  death-rate  at  11.37  per  1,000.  The 
illegitimate  birth-rate  of  0.44  is  the  lowest  recorded. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  96.55  per  1,000  births. 
The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  1.67  per 
1,000. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  was  145, 
the  highest  since  1907.  Of  these  there  were  38  of 
Diphtheria,  57  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4 of  Enteric  Fever,  and  33 
of  Tuberculosis,  21  of  which  were  Pulmonary.  There  was 
1 case  of  Puerperal  Fever.  Of  the  Diphtheria  cases  19  were 
from  Gisleham  Parish.  This  was  most  probably  spread  by 
unsuspected  carriers,  although  all  the  school  children  were 
“ swabbed  ” before  readmission  to  school.  The  detailed 
reports  show  what  great  care  has  been  taken  in  investigating 
every  detail  which  could  lead  to  detection  and  prevention  of 
spread  of  infectious  disease.  A special  report  on  the 
Gisleham  outbreak  forms  the  subject  of  an  appendix. 
Details  are  given  of  work  in  connection  with  water  supply, 
drainage,  and  sewerage,  schools,  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  factories  and  workshops,  and 
canal  boats. 

Plomesgate. 

Dr.  Keer  reports  the  birth-rate  at  20.9  per  1,000  and 
the  death-rate  at  13.5  per  1,000,  in  both  cases  an  increase. 
The  infantile  mortality  was  79  per  1,000.  91  cases  of 

Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  of  which  41  were  Scarlet 
Fever,  13  Diphtheria,  3 Enteric  Fever,  and  33  Tuberculosis, 
23  of  which  were  Pulmonary.  There  were  13  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Reports  of  the  various  inspections 
are  given  and  would  show  that  the  district  has  presented 
little  to  cause  dissatisfaction. 

Samford. 

Dr.  Sleigh  reports  that  the  birth-rate  of  16.7  per  1,000 
is  the  second  lowest  in  the  last  six  years.  The  death-rate 
was  9.8  per  1,000.  Eleven  cases  died  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
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culosis.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  71.1  per  1,000 
births.  Dr.  Sleigh  considers  the  rates  are  faulty  in  that 
the  population  has  been  estimated  too  high.  A water 
supply  is  being  provided  for  the  Naval  Barracks  and  Shotley 
from  the  County  Borough  of  Ipswich  Waterworks.  This 
will  be  available  to  places  en  route.  Details  are  given  of 
the  work  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Wangford. 

Dr.  Leach  reports  the  birth-rate  at  22.8  x>er  1,000,  a 
decrease,  and  the  death-rate  at  12.7  per  1,000,  a slight 
increase.  There  has  been  a very  marked  increase  in  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  during  the  past  two  years,  being  now 
113.9  per  1,000  births.  20  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified.  Of  these  10  were  of  Tuberculosis,  6 of  which  were 
Pulmonary.  Five  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Woodbridge. 

Dr.  Hollis  reports  the  birth-rate  at  19.2  per  1,000  an 
increase,  and  a death-rate  of  11.7  per  1,000.  The  infantile 
mortality  was  50  per  1,000  births.  119  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  notified.  Of  these  82  were  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
of  which  79  occurred  at  Trimley  and  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, 24  cases  being  notified  in  two  days.  Dr.  Hollis 
gives  a complete  account  of  this  epidemic,  the  cause  of  the 
spread  of  the  infection  being  undiscovered,  though  it  was 
considered  to  have  been  disseminated  by  some  common 
source  of  food  supply. 

13  cases  of  sporadic  diphtheria  were  notified.  Tuber- 
culosis accounted  for  22  notifications,  13  of  which  were 
Pulmonary,  11  of  which  occurred  in  the  Felixstowe  Sub- 
District. 


Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 


Districts. 

Situation  of  Hospital. 

Number  of  beds 
available. 

Number  of 
Diseases 
that  can  be 
concurrently 
treated. 

Bokoughs  and  Ukban. 
Aldeburgh 

None 

None 

None 

Beccles  - - - - 

Common  Lane 

12 

1 

Bungay  - - - - 

None 

None 

None 

Eye  - - - - 

A cottage  on  North  side 

4 

1 

Felixstowe  and  Walton  - 

Pier  House 

12 

2 

Haleswortli 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell 

A farm  house  in  North 
East 

On  East  side 

Not  yet  furnis 

hed.* 

1 

(1)  Sanatorium, 

32 

4 

Lowestoft  - - 1 

Kotterdam  Eoad 
(2)  Small  Pox  Hospital, 

4 

*2 

f 

Oulton  Broad 

Carlton  Colville 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 

16 

3 

Saxmundham 

Yarmouth  Eoad 
A cottage  on  South  side. 

? 

1 

Southwold 

occupied 

In  Eeydon 

6 

3 

Stowmarket  - 

Bury  Eoad 

14 

t3 

Woodbridge 

PtUKAL. 

Blything 

Two  cottages  of  4 rooms 
each 

None 

None 

None 

Bosmere  and  Claydon 

Near  Barham  Workhouse 

12  and  4 cots 

9 + 

East  Stow 

1 None 

None 

None 

Hartismere 

; None 

None 

None 

Hoxne  - - - - 

None 

None 

None 

Mutford  and  Lotliingland 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 

16 

3 

Plomesgate 

Yarmouth  Eoad, 

Oulton  Broad 

None 

None 

None 

Samford 

Near  Tattingstone 

12 

? 2 

Wangford 

Workhouse 

None 

None 

None 

Woodbridge 

None 

None 

None 

* About  to  be  enlarged.  t A Small  Pox  annexe. 

1 An  observation  block  of  two  wards  has  just  been  completed. 


It  is  obvious  that  the  above  accommodation  is  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  In  my  last  Annual 
Report  I suggested  the  following  steps  which  should  be  taken  to 
rectify  deficiencies  in  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  : — 

(a)  Existing  Hospitals. 

Lowestoft. — Just  lately  the  recent  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic 
has  shown  how  inadequate  the  existing  accommodation  is.  An 
additional  ward  has  recently  been  the  subject  of  a Local 
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Government  Board  Inquiry.  I think,  however,  it  will  be  wise  if 
the  Town  Council  consider  also  the  reconstruction  of  the  old 
block  at  present  used  for  Scarlet  Fever.  Each  of  the  four 
pavilions  accommodates  one  row  of  beds.  It  would  be  better  to 
increase  the  accommodation  and  use  the  two  centre  pavilions  as 
day  rooms. 

The  Samford  Isolation  Hospital  at  Tattingstone  is  inadequate 
and  should  be  reconstructed. 

The  above  recommendations  have  been  attended  to  in  part. 

(b)  Geneeal  Hospital  Accommodation. 

That  the  District  Councils  should  be  urged  to  combine  in 
erecting  Flospitals  to  serve  the  following  areas  : 

(1)  Aldeburgh,  Leiston,  and  Saxmundham  Urban  and 

Plomesgate  Rural  Districts  should  combine  to  erect 
a permanent  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  site  of  the 
Saxmundham  “Pest  House,”  which  is  permanently 
endowed. 

(2)  Bungay  Urban  and  Wangford  Rural  Districts  should 

approach  Beccles  Urban  District  Council  for  the  use 
of  their  Isolation  Hospital,  which  should  be  enlarged. 

(3)  Hartismere  and  Hoxne  Rural  Districts  should  approach 

the  Borough  of  Eye  in  respect  of  erecting  a Hospital 
on  the  present  site  of  the  cottage  used  by  them  as  an 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(l)  Halesworth  Urban  and  BpThing  Rural  Districts  should 
request  Southwold  Urban  Disfcrict  Council  to  abandon 
their  Hospital  and  combine  with  tliem  in  the  erection 
of  a new  Isolation  Hospital  near  Halesworth. 

(5)  Stowmarket  Urban  and  East  Stow  Rural  Districts 

should  combine  to  make  use  of  existing  Hospital  at 
Stowmarket. 

(6)  Woodbridge  Rural  District  Council  should  approach 

Woodbridge  Urban  District  Council,  Felixstowe  and 
Walton  Urban  District  Council,  and  Bosmere  and 
Claydon  Rural  District  Council,  in  respect  of  hire  of 
beds  in  the  existing  Hospitals  ; to  this  list  may  be 
added  Ipswich  Borough  Council. 

(7)  Felixstowe  and  Walton  Urban  District  Council  should 

seriously  take  into  consideration  the  provision  of 
proper  isolation  of  sex  and  disease  when  treated 
simultaneously  in  their  existing  Hospital. 
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The  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Wood- 
bridge  Rural  District  called  for  a special  report,  and  this  led  to 
a Conference  of  members  and  officers  of  District  Councils  at 
Ipswich  on  the  14th  January,  1914,  to  discuss  the  subject.  At 
the  Conference  I submitted  the  following  considerations  and 
proposals  as  being  in  the  end  more  economical : — 

“ Onl^^  the  institutions  at  Lowestoft,  Oulton  Broad,  and  at 
Barham  can  be  considered  adequate  Isolation  Hospitals.  The 
buildings  at  Beccles,  Southwold,  and  Stowmarket,  of  the 
corrugated  iron  type  without  resident  nursing  staff,  have  the 
defect  that  they  are  not  as  a rule  opened  for  the  first  case  of 
infectious  disease.  The  building  at  Felixstow^e  is  an  ordinary 
dwelling  house  adapted,  and  presents  difficulties  to  the  adequate 
isolation  of  two  diseases  involving  both  sexes  when  treated 
concurrently.  The  building  at  Tattingstone  is  adjacent  to 
Samford  Union  Workhouse,  and  is  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the 
Workhouse.  It  is  not  in  good  repair,  and  is  awffiwardly  situated 
for  the  regular  attendance  of  a Medical  Officer.  The  cottages  at 
Eye  and  at  Saxmundham  have  the  draAvback  that  the  tenants 
must  be  displaced  before  they  can  be  utilised  as  Hospitals. 
This  creates  a reluctance  to  open  the  buildings  as  Hospitals. 
The  farmhouse  at  Halesworth  is  quite  unsuitable  for  the  purpose 
of  an  Isolation  Hospital.  The  cottages  at  Woodbridge  are 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  urban  population  in  respect  of 
isolation.  The  building  at  Leiston  is  not  yet  furnished,  and 
■would  require  a large  expenditure  to  render  it  suitable  for  the 
purpose  of  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

“ Except  in  the  three  first  mentioned,  there  is  no  adequate 
apparatus  for  disinfecting  clothing.  Practically  there  is  efficient 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  Lowestoft  Borough,  Oulton 
Broad  Urban  and  Mutford  and  Lothingland  Rural  Districts,  and 
for  Bosmere  and  Claydon  Rural  District  only.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  County  is  not  provided  with  adequate  Isolation 
Hospital  accommodation.  In  considering  the  question  of  Isolation 
Hospital  accommodation  it  is  essential  to  realise  that  the 
provision  of  such  is  a preventive  measure — directed  tow^ards  the 
prevention  of  a disease  becoming  epidemic.  The  Hospital  is 
practically  never  capable  of  dealing  with  a disease  when  it  has 
assumed  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic.  In  such  epidemics 
special  arrangements  require  to  be  made.  The  Hospital  should 
at  all  times  be  in  readiness  to  receive  cases.  Apart  from  the 
conservation  of  life,  Avhich  the  early  prevention  of  spread  of 
disease  may  occasion,  there  is  a very  great  economic  value  in 
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Isolation  Hospitals.  Infectious  diseases  usually  affect  children, 
but  the  working  members  of  the  family  are  iDrevented  from 
working  as  long  as  they  are  in  contact  with  the  infected  persons. 
If  the  infected  persons  are  removed  to  a Hospital  the  cessation 
from  work  will  endure  for  little  over  a week,  whereas  if  the 
infected  loersons  are  not  so  removed  the  cessation  from  wmrk 
may  last  6,  8,  or  10  weeks.  In  this  rural  area  the  question  of 
infection  of  milk  by  contact  with  infected  persons  requires 
always  very  serious  consideration,  and  will  ahvays  bring  home 
to  the  farmer  the  necessity  for  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation. 
In  respect  of  the  suggestions  which  follow  there  is  no  pretence 
that  they  form  a complete  scheme,  but  if  carried  out  there 
should  be  a gain  to  the  community  in  respect  of  lives  which  are 
saved  on  account  of  the  prevention  of  spread  of  disease  and  in 
respect  of  money  earned  by  members  of  infected  families  who 
have  resumed  work  at  an  earlier  date  than  would  be  otherwise 
possible. 

Proposals. 

The  progressive  Urban  areas  in  the  County  have  provided 
themselves  with  Isolation  Hospitals,  but  the  majority  of  them 
being  small  in  population  have  not  been  able  to  provide  sufficient 
cases  to  keep  the  Hospitals  open,  and  thereby  to  provide  sufficient 
work  for  a permanent  nursing  staff.  In  my  opinion  it  is  desirable 
that  a Hospital  should  be  of  such  a size  as  to  serve  such  an  area 
as  would  provide  a sufficient  number  of  cases  of  disease  as  would 
warrant  the  provision  of  a permanent  nursing  staff.  For  this 
purpose  neighbouring  Authorities  require  to  combine.  In  East 
Suffolk,  between  Beccles  and  Ipswich,  there  is  practically  no 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  population  is  chiefly  situated  towards 
the  coast,  and  it  would  seem  advisable  that  a Hospital  should  be 
erected  midway  between  Ipswich  and  Beccles,  rather  nearer  the 
coast  than  otherwise.  On  looking  at  the  map  Saxmundham  at 
once  suggests  itself  as  a centre.  This  Urban  District  is  about 
to  secure  adequate  water  and  sewerage  systems.  It  is  on  the  main 
London- Yarmouth  road,  and  is  a railway  junction  for  Leiston 
and  Aldeburgh.  The  Local  Government  Board  will  now  sanction 
the  erection  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  to  accommodate  an  area  of 
20  miles  by  road  if -a  motor  ambulance  is  provided.  A radius  of 
20  miles  from  Saxmundham  would  cover  the  whole  of  East 
Suffolk.  A radius  of  15  miles  would  touch  Beccles,  Ipswich,  and 
Eye,  and  would  reach  the  border  of  the  County  of  Harleston.  I 
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have,  however,  taken  a radius  of  12  miles  as  being  a feasible 
distance,  and  I find  that  the  area  embraced  is 

District.  Population  of  1911  Census. 


Saxmundham  U rban 

1,404 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell  Urban 

4,359 

Aldeburgh  Borough 

2,374 

Halesworth  Urban 

2,258 

Southwold  Borough 

2,655 

Woodbridge  Urban 

4,623 

Plomesgate  Eural  ... 

...  15,708 

Hoxne  Rural  (part  of) 

6,809 

Blything  „ 

...  16,307 

Woodbridge  Rural  (part  of)  ... 

6,923 

Total 

...  63,420 

“ By  including  as  well  the  remainder  of  the  Hoxne  and 
Blything  Districts  and  part  of  the  Bural  District  of  Woodbridge, 
we  get  an  additional  7,245  population,  making  a total  of  about 
70,000  population,  which  can  be  served  by  one  Isolation  Hospital 
in  or  near  Saxmundham. 

‘‘  The  number  of  beds  required  for  such  a population  is 
uncertain.  A rough  average  is  one  per  1,000  population.  In  this 
area  I consider  one  per  2,000  population  ample — and  that  should 
lU’ovide  for  the  treatment  of  two  diseases  concurrently,  viz.. 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

“ The  number  of  beds  required  for  the  above  70,000  population 
would  be  35.  It  is,  however,  advisable  to  make  provision  for  the 
concurrent  treatment  of  a third  disease,  viz..  Enteric  Fever,  and 
also  to  piovide  observation  or  “reception”  beds  for  doubtful 
cases.  This  would  bring  the  total  number  of  beds  to  be  provided 
to  50. 

“ The  cost  of  erection  of  such  a Hospital  will  he  between  £275 
and  £500  a bed,  say  for  35  beds  £15,000  and  for  50  beds  £20,000. 
I am  of  opinion  that  the  initial  expenditure  should  be  just  over 
^‘"£10,000,  the  remaining  beds  being  added  as  found  necessary. 
The  capital  sum  might  be  raised  as  a loan  extending  over  a period 
varying  from  50  to  80  years,  according  to  the  structure  of  the 
buildings.  The  upkeep  of  such  a Hospital  should  not  exceed  £80 
per  bed  per  annum. 

“ 1.  I suggest,  therefore,  that  an  Isolation  Hospital  be 
provided  in  or  near  Saxmundham  with  35  to  50  beds  on  a site 

* The  munificient  offer  of  a free  site  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saxmundham,  which 
was  received  after  the  Conference,  would  materially  reduce  this  capital 
expenditure. 
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of  not  less  than  ten  acres- — preferably  twelve  acres  to  serve  the 
area  and  population  as  enumerated  above,  the  above-mentioned 
Authorities  contributing  to  the  cost  in  proportion  of  population. 

(The  wards  should  be  so  planned  that  so-called  open  air 
extensions — canvas  walled  shelters — can  he  readily  erected  if 
required.) 

“ In  respect  of  the  remaining  areas  in  the  County  which  are 
unprovided  for,  I submit  the  following  suggestions  : — 

(2)  That  Hartismere  Rural  District  should  make  arrange- 

ments with  Stowmarket  Urban  District  to  provide 
accommodation. 

(3)  That  East  Stow  Rural  District  make  arrangements  with 

Stowmarket  to  provide  accommodation. 

(4)  That  Eye  Borough  abandon  their  cottage  and  make 

arrangements  with  Stowmarket  to  provide  accom- 
modation. 

(5)  That  Stowmarket  Urban  District  make  suitable 

Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment 
of  two  diseases  concurrently  not  only  for  their  own 
area  but  for  the  above  three  districts.  The  total 
population  of  the  four  districts  is  24,000. 

(6)  Thud  Samford  District  make  arrangements  with 

Bosmere  and  Claydon  to  receive  their  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

(7)  That  Woodbridge  Rural  District  make  arrangements 

with  Bosmere  and  Claydon  District  to  receive  a few 
cases  from  adjacent  parishes. 

(8)  That  Felixstowe  and  Walton  Urban  District  place 

their  Hospital  in  such  a condition  that  it  can 
adequately  provide  for  the  treatment  concurrently  of 
two  diseases — including  the  provision  of  a steam 
disinfector — and  to  safeguard  their  own  Public 
Health  should  invite  Woodbridge  Rural  District  to 
come  to  an  arrangement  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases  from  the  Trimley  District — a popula- 
tion approaching  2,000 — immediately  adjacent  to 
Felixstowe  and  Walton. 

(9)  That  Beccles  Borough  make  suitable  provision  for  the 

treatment  concurrently  of  two  diseases. 


\ 
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(10)  That  Bun  gay  Urban  District  make  arrangements  with 

Beccles  Borough  to  provide  accommodation  for  their 
cases. 

(11)  Tha.t  Wangford  Rural  District  make  arrangements  with 

Beccles  Borough  to  provide  accommodation  for  their 
cases. 

“ In  conclusion,  I desire  to  point  out  that  I have  taken  into 
consideration  only  the  County  of  East  Suffolk,  and  those 
districts  bordering  on  other  Counties  should  consider  whether 
any  arrangements  can  be  made  with  adjacent  districts  in  those 
Counties,  e.g.,  Stowmarket  and  East  Stow  with  Thedwastre,  and 
Hartismere  with  Diss.  Further,  in  the  event  of  any  of  the 
suggestions  made  meeting  with  the  approval  of  the  Conference, 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  consider  also  uiion  which  particular 
Council  or  Councils  should  be  placed  the  onus  of  initiation  of 
schemes.” 

The  above  proposals  were  discussed,  but  the  general  opinion 
of  the  Conference  was  against  Isolation  Hospitals  being  erected 
and  against  combinations  being  formed. 

At  a later  date  letters  Avere  receUed  stating  that  the 
proposals  did  not  meet  Avith  the  approAml  of  the  District 
Councils  (generally  speaking).  As  a result,  hoAvever,  there  have 
been  a feAv  proposals  of  combination  of  Authorities  in  the  district, 
Auz.,  of  East  StoAv  Avith  StoAvmarket,  of  Hartismere  Avith  the 
Borough  of  Eye,  of  Bungay  and  Wangford  Avith  the  Borough  of 
Beccles.  To  what  extent  these  proposals  have  taken  concrete 
form  I am  unaAvare,  but  to  the  best  of  my  knoAvledge  only  the 
combination  of  East  StoAv  Avith  StoAvmarket  is  materialising. 
HalesAvorth  Urban  Council  is  about  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
Avith  the  HalesAvorth  Charities  Trustees  to  pay  rent  for  an  Isolation 
Hospital  of  6 beds  Avhich  the  latter  Avill  erect.  Blything  Rural 
District  and  SouthAvold  Borough  should  entertain  the  idea  of 
co-partnership  in  this  proposal.  I greatly  regret  that  the  scheme 
Avhich  I proposed  has  been  so  summarily  dismissed.  The  main 
part  of  the  scheme,  hoAveAmr,  the  establishment  of  an  Isolation 
Hospital  in  or  near  Saxmundham,  is  bound  to  come  into  being, 
unless  neighbouring  authorities  erect  small  Isolation  Hospitals 
for  their  own  needs.  The  maintenance  of  a number  of  small 
Hospitals  very  much  exceeds  that  of  one  fairly  large  Hospital. 
To  prevent  the  erection  of  a number  of  small  Hospitals,  aaTioso 
maintenance  Avould  be  more  costly,  I am  of  opinion  that  the 
County  Council  should  constitute  themselves  a Hospital  District, 
Avhich  Avould  supervise  expenditure  in  this  direction. 
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Administration  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 

Glasses  Acts,  1890-1909. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts) 
Regulations,  1910,  are  in  each  district  being  undertaken.  I give 
the  following  details. 

Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts. 

Aldeburgh. 

48  houses  have  been  inspected  since  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  c^c..  Act,  1909,  came  into  force.  Six  houses  were 
found  defective,  4 were  closed  till  repaired,  and  the 
remaining  2 were  repaired  immediately.  Section  22  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force. 

As  there  are  677  inhabited  houses  in  Aldeburgh,  the 
number  of  houses  inspected  seems  too  few. 

Beccles. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  75 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 

were  found  and  remedied  ...  62 

Defects  found  ; windows  not  made  to  open,  dampness 
of  walls,  general  want  of  repair,  want  of  refuse  receptacles. 

There  are  still  about  600  houses  to  he  inspected.  In 
about  6 houses  there  was  distinct  overcrowding.  There 
is  no  doubt  a want  of  houses  with  more  bedroom 
accommodation. 

I am  given  to  understand  that  about  80  houses  might 
be  required  here.  No  Closing  Orders  or  representations  in 
that  respect  were  made. 

Bungay. 

Dr.  Leach  reports  that  the  work  under  the  Housing 
Acts  has  been  retarded  until  the  Council  builds  dwellings. 
A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  in  respect  of  building 
20  workmen’s  dwellings  was  held,  but  the  site  suggested  was 
subsequently  found  to  be  not  obtainable  on  the  terms 
stated  at  the  Inquiry.  Other  sites  are  under  consideration. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  160 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  ...  ...  5 

Representations  made  with  view  to 

making  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  4 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  4 

Dwelling  houses  in  which  the  defects 

were  remedied  without  Closing  Orders  25 
Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  3 
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Defects  found,  dampness,  lack  of  air  and  ventilation, 
overcrowding  in  one  case  abated  after  Order,  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  11  cases.  Eight  iiew  houses  have 
heen  built. 


In  the  160  houses  inspected  there  were — 


5 

66 

51 

21 

15 


cottages  with  one  bedroom 

two 
three 
four  ,, 

five  ,,  and  upwards. 


? 5 
?? 
5 ? 


5 ? 
? ? 
5 5 


5? 

5? 


The  inspection  of  the  whole  town  lias  been  completed. 


Eye. 


65  houses  have  been  inspected  ; 30  were  reported  as 
requiring  alterations.  No  Closing  Orders  were  made.  Four 
houses  were  closed  by  the  owners.  In  15  cases  improve- 
ments have  been  made.  Plans  for  new  cottages  to  be  built 
on  the  Town  Farm  have  been  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  approval. 


Inhabited  liouses  ...  ...  458 

Inspected  ...  ...  ...  65 

Reported  ...  ...  ...  30 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  9 

Closing  Orders  ma,de  ..  ...  nil 

Repaired  after  Closing  Order  ...  nil 

Houses  closed  (by  owner) ...  ...  4 

Houses  still  occupied  after  Closing 

Order  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Houses  overcrowded  ...  ...  nil 

Overcrowding  remedied  ...  ...  nil 


Felixstowe  and  Walton. 

Systematic  inspection  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  defective  drains, 
absence  of  drains,  insanitary  privies  being  the  chief  faults. 
These  have  been  remedied. 

66  houses  have  been  completed.  Further  details  of 
inspection  under  the  Act  are  not  given  in  the  Report, 


Halesworth. 


34 


Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  ...  108 

Formal  notices  served  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  2 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  22 

5,  ,,  complied  with  ...  20 

Ho  uses  found  unfit  for  liabitation  ...  nil 
Ttepresentations  made  to  Local  Authority 

to  close  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  nil 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  however  states  that  he 
considered  it  useless  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority 
instances  where  houses  were  unht  for  human  habitation, 
when  the  occupiers  wmre  unable  to  move  and  there  were  no 
cottages  for  hire.  The  chief  defects  found  w’ere  dampness, 
insufficient  air  space  and  ventilation,  and  wvant  of  proper 
refuse  receptacles,  and  defective  drainage.  The  Urban 
Council  have  bought  a site  on  which  to  erect  8 to  12  new- 


cottages. 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  101 

,,  ,,  unfit  for  habitation  nil 

Number  of  representations  made  to 

Local  Authority  to  close  ...  nil 

Formal  notices  served  ..  ...  9iil 

Informal  notices  made  ...  27,  none  complied  with. 

New'  houses  built  and  occupied  ...  84 

,,  in  course  of  erection  ...  17 


The  Council  have  in  view'  the  erection  of  52  dwellings. 
There  are  no  building  bye-law's,  but  the  adoption  of  such  is 
under  consideration. 

Number  of  houses  wdth  defects  96.  The  chief  defects 
w'ere  insufficient  paving  and  drainage  of  back  yards,  in- 
sufficient receptacles  for  house  refuse,  dampness  of  walls, 
defective  roofs,  and  one  case  of  overcrowding. 
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Lowestoft. 


Name  of 
AVard. 

Namber  of 
Houses,  &c. 

Number  of 
Cottages 
£7  10s.  and 
under. 

Total. 

Inhabited. 

Uninhabited 

Total. 

XOKTII  ... 

1,352 

1,169 

2,521 

2,471 

50 

2,521 

South  ... 

1,830 

789 

2,619 

2,491 

128 

2,619 

East 

1,108 

586 

1,694 

1,608 

86 

1,694 

West  . . . 

1,411 

921 

2,332 

2,258 

74 

2,332 

5,701 

3,465 

9,166 

8,828 

388 

9,166 

This  Table  includes,  in  addition  to  domestic  buildings,  all  separate  buildings 
which  are  liable  to  be  inhabited  for  purposes  of  trade  or  business  or 
occasional  meeting. 


Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

repaired. 

Houses 

Closing 

H.epaired 

Houses 

closed. 

inspected 

found  to  be 

unfit  for 

Orders 

alter  Closing 

under  Sec.  17. 

defective. 

habitation. 

made. 

Order  made. 

370 

74 

1 

i 

' i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nature  of  Defects. 


Ijeaky 

Roofs. 

Defective 
Floors  and 
Ceilings. 

Defective 

AVindows. 

Houses 

Danrp. 

Defective 
AV.C.s 
and  Drains. 

Defective 

Yards. 

Sanitary 
Dust  Bins, 
required. 

other 

AT  in  or 
Deled  s. 

42 

25 

13 

50 

8 

18 

52 

49 

Plans  for  49  new  lionses  luive  been  passed.  The  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  makes  no  reference  to  overcrowding. 
As  so  many  houses  in  Lowestoft  are  let  in  lodgings,  there 
should  he  no  relaxation  of  the  standard  in  respect  of  what 
may  be  termed  permanent  overcrowding.  1 trust  that  in 
future  reports  the  Medical  Officer  will  devote  more  space  to 
information  in  respect  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes, 
which  in  this  district  I believe  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 


Oulton  Broad. 

Sixty-twx)  bouses  have  l)een  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  out  of  those  17  were  found  satisfactory,  which  is  not  a 
large  percentage,  but  a high  standard  Avas  aimed  at,  and 
most  houses  had  some  slight  defect,  usually  dampness.  The 
table  below  gives  an  idea  of  the  defects. 
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Houses  inspected — 62. 


Nature  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Defects. 

Number  of 
Defects 
Eemedied. 

Percentage 
of  Defects 
to  Houses 
Inspected. 

Percentage 
of  Defects 
Eemedied . 

Closet  Accomo- 
dation 

14 

11 

23 

78 

Lighting 

12 

8 

19 

67 

Ventilation 

13 

8 

21 

61 

Dampness 

42 

26 

68 

62 

Cleanliness 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Yard  Paving 

9 

8 

14 

89 

Five  houses  were  not  re-inspected,  and  in  one  case  where 
the  landlord  refused  to  carry  out  the  work  a Closing  Order 
was  issued. 


Statement  accoeding  to  Aet.  V.  of  Housing  (Inspection 

OF  Disteict)  Regulations,  1910. 


Number 

of 

Houses 

Inspected. 

Number 

Reported 

as 

defective. 

Houses 

repaired. 

Houses 

unfit 

for 

Habitation. 

Closing 

Orders 

made. 

Repaired 

after 

Closing 

Order. 

Houses 

closed. 

Occupied 

after 

Closing 

Order. 

Over- 

crowded 

houses. 

62 

69'' 

53 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Included  26  inspected  in  1912. 


The  following  notices  have  been  served. 

69  under  Section  15  Sub-section  3 

1 „ „ 17  „ 2 

1 „ n 17  „ 3 

2 „ „ 17  „ 4 

During  the  year  plans  for  six  dwelling-houses  have 
been  passed,  and  there  is  room  for  more,  as  it  is  an  exception 
to  see  a working-class  house  unlet  in  the  district.  This 
shortage  of  houses  acts  unfavourably  on  the  district,  since 
young  people  are  deterred  from  marrying  as  there  is  no 
house  vacant,  or  if  tliey  do  marry  they  have  to  leave  the 
district. 
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The  ease  of  ovef-CL'owdiiig  occurred  in  Commodore  Road, 
where  one  famih'  rented  a house  for  5s.  a week,  and  suh-let 
half  for  8s.  Od.  a week.  Four  bedrooms  were  occupied  by 
4 adults  and  9 children  (6  being  under  10  > ears  of  age).  The 
tenant’s  search  for  another  house  in  the  district  has  so  far 
been  in  vain. 

Saxmundham. 


The  inspections  of  houses  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  have  been  conducted  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year.  46  houses  were  inspected. 


Number  of 
Inspe<^tions. 

Number  of 
houses  found 
unfit  for 
habitation. 

Num))er  of 
representations 
to  L/ocal 
Authority  to 
make 

Closing'  Order. 

Number  of 
Closing'  Ordei'S 
made. 

Nundier  of 
houses 

tlie  defects  in 
which  were 
remedied 
without  serving 
a Closing  Order. 

Number  of 
houses  which 
after  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders- 
were  put  into 
fit  state. 

46 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

The  defects  found  in  the  40  houses  examined  were  as 
follows  : — Deficient  lighting  6,  deficient  ventilation  6,  damp- 
ness of  walls  11,  defective  paving  and  drainage  of  yards  22, 
uncleanliness  11,  leaking  roofs  0,  defective  water  supply  15, 
no  water  supply  5,  defective  disposal  of  sewage  13,  over- 
crowding 5,  defective  flooring  1,  defective  plaster  1. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  notices  had 
been  served  ; — Drainage  of  yard  1,  dampness  of  walls  7, 
uncleanliness  of  premises  1,  overcrowding  5. 

The  means  of  sewage  disposal  found  in  these  houses 
was  as  follows  : — 

Water  closets  with  no  flushing  apparatus  16 

Ash  closets  (pail)  ...  ...  8 

lh-iv>'  middens  ...  ...  ...  27 

The  annual  rentals  of  the  houses  examined  varied  from 
£4  to  £12. 

In  six  houses  in  Chantry  Row  with  serious  defects, 
which  the  ownei-  promised  to  repair  l)ut  did  not  do  so,  the 
Council  were  advised  to  make  Closing  Orders.  This  the 
Council  declined  to  do  on  the  following  grounds; — 

1.  That  there  were  no  houses  into  which  the  displaced 
tenants  could  remove. 
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2.  Tliat  with  the  impendin^i  heavy  expense  to  be 
incurred  by  the  ratepayers  in  respect  of  the  new 
water  and  sewerage  systems,  it  was  inadvisable  to 
run  any  risk  of  any  inhabitant  leaving  the 
district. 

Six  sei’ious  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  and 
notices  to  abate  this  nuisance  were  served  on  the  tenants. 
In  every  case  the  overcrowding  has  been  remedied,  although 
in  one  very  obstinate  case  it  Avas  necessary  to  serve  a 
Statutory  Order  before  steps  Avere  taken  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  The  usual  method  of  remedying  this  OAmr- 
croAA^ding  Avas  to  arrange  for  the  superfluous  members  of  the 
household  to  sleep  in  the  living  room  although  in  one  case 
the  tenant  rnoA^ed  to  a larger  house.  Most  houses  possess  a 
living  room  and  a kitchen.  The  living  room  is  usually  in 
the  front  of  the  house,  and  is  as  a rule  unused.  The 
inhabitants  live  almost  entirely  in  the  kitchen.  It  is  no 
hardshi]3,  therefore,  to  cause  some  members  of  tlie  family  to 
sleep  in  the  front  room,  and  it  does  aAvay  aa  ith  considerable 
waste  space. 

No  neAv  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and 
there  are  no  bye-laws  in  operation  in  the  district  regarding 
the  building  of  neAA"  houses. 

The  whole  question  of  housing  in  Saxmundham  is  so 
intimately  bound  up  Avith  the  x^rovision  of  a \Amter  suiqily 
and  sewage  disposal  that  until  the  Council  has  comx)leted 
negotiations  regarding  these  questions  it  is  imx^ossible  to 
advance  far  towards  better  housing  conditions. 


Southwold. 

Forty-one  houses  have  been  inspected  under  the 
Housing  Sections  of  the  Town  Planning  Act. 

Four  houses  in  Barnby  Green  Avere  found  in  a very  bad 
condition,  and  on  report  a Closing  Order  was  served,  and 
the  houses  have  now  been  pulled  down. 

A house  in  Primrose  Alley  Avas  found  in  a very 
dilapidated  and  dirty  condition,  and  on  rex:)resentation  being 
made  to  the  OAAmer  he  temx)orarily  closed  it,  had  it  cleaned, 
disinfected,  new  floors  laid  and  neAv  ceiling,  and  neA\^ 
windows  made  to  open  x)rovided,  and  the  house  is  now  in 
good  order  and  re-occupied. 


The  following  table  gives  full  particulars  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  this  department  : — 

Houses  inspected.  (This  number  is  separate  from 
those  under  the  head  of  nuisances  in  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report) 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  have 
been  served,  and  which  houses  have  since 
been  demolished 
Houses  voluntarily  demolished 
Houses  temporarily  closed 
Overcrowded 

Defects  in  houses  not  included  above. 

Dangerous  staircases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  anima.ls  ...  •••  ...  1 

JIamp  owing  to  absence  of  troughing  and  spouting  4 
Dirty  yards  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Dirty  W.C.s.  ...  ...  •••  ...  8 

Defective  mica  flaps  •••  8 
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4 

1 

1 

4 


The  workmen’s  cottages  now  being  erected  by  the 
Council  will  shortly  be  comx)leted,  and  these  I think  when 
finished  will  materially  reduce  the  scarcity  of  houses,  which 
at  the  present  time  is  very  serious,  but  I feel  confident  that 
with  these  houses  occupied  there  will  still  be  need  for  more, 
but  possibly  of  a smaller  character. 


Stowmarket. 

881  houses  insi^ected ; 19  cases  of  over-crowding ; 
1 abated  ; 55  houses  had  no  defects  ; 138  houses  have  been 
put  in  repair.  No  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation ; no  Closing  Orders  issued,  or  representations 
made  therefor. 


One  owner  and  agent  controls  77  houses  in  which  defects 
have  been  noted.  Out  of  that  number  eleven  have  been 
remedied,  37  not  comx)leted,  and  29  no  orders  given.  One 
builder  has  had  the  order  given  him  to  put  in  proper  repair 
54  houses.  Work  not  commenced.  These  were  all  inspected 
between  January,  1912,  and  March,  1913. 
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Streets. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Inspected . 

Defects. 

Overcrowding. 

Bridge  Street 

96 

88 

Nine 

Bond  Street 

42 

28 

Three 

Stowupland  Street 

38 

31 

Nil 

Violet  Hill 

29 

28 

Nil 

Violet  Hill  Road  ... 

39 

34 

Two 

Lime  Tree  Place  ... 

112 

92 

Five 

Milton  Road 

25 

25 

Nil 

Houses  having  two  bedrooms,  408.  Houses  having  one 
bedroom  28.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  to  date,  745. 
The  total  number  of  houses,  the  occupants  of  which  work  in 
the  rural  district,  203.  The  following  defects  were  found  : — 

Stoivupland  Street. — Five  houses,  ventilation  bad,  floors 
defective,  paving  bad,  walls  out  of  repair,  three  water  closets 
to  five  houses.  All  repairs  carried  out  and  five  new  water 
closets  erected. 

Milton  Road. — Ten  houses,  floors  in  l)ad  repair  and 
damp.  Work  carried  out. 

Stoivupland  Street. — Four  houses,  roof  out  of  repair, 
ventilation  of  bedrooms  bad,  windows  out  of  repair,  troughing 
defective,  paving  defective.  Work  carried  out. 

Union  Street. — Two  houses,  ventilation  bad  and  defective 
floors.  Work  carried  out. 

Violet  Hill. — Seventeen  houses,  ten  houses  floors 
defective,  roof  in  bad  repair,  ceilings  out  of  repair,  paving 
bad,  ventilation  had,  floors  damp.  Seven  houses,  windows 
fixed,  paving  defective,  brick  floors  damp.  Work  done. 

Violet  Hill  Road. — Three  houses,  ventilation  bad,  floors 
damp,  paving  defective.  Work  carried  out. 

CardinaVs  Road. — Seventeen  houses,  floors  defective, 
roof  out  of  repair,  paving  defective,  walls  damp.  Work 
carried  out. 

Bridge  Street. — Fifteen  houses,  paving  defective,  brick 
floor  damp,  windows  out  of  repair.  Work  carried  out. 

Church  Lajie. — Four  houses,  paving  defective,  floors 
damp.  Work  carried  out. 
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Lime  Tree  Place. — Twenty  - seven  houses,  paving 

defective,  windows  fixed,  floors  damp.  Work  carried  out. 

Bury  Street. — Eleven  houses,  ventilation  bad,  paving 
defective,  damp  floors,  windows  out  of  repair.  Work  carried 
out. 


Regent  Street. — Fifteen  houses,  paving  defective,  venti- 
lation bad,  floors  damp.  Work  carried  out. 

Bond  Street. — Bight  houses,  paving  defective,  damp 
floors.  Work  carried  out. 

Bridge  Street. — Seventy- three  houses,  paving  defective, 
floors  defective.  Nine  houses  overci'owded. 

Bond  Street. — Twenty  houses,  paving  defective,  floors 
defective.  Three  overcrowded. 

Stotvupland  Street. — Twenty-two  houses,  two  houses 
veiy  damp,  all  floors  defective,  paving  bad.  Thirty  houses, 
floors  damp,  three  cases  ventilation  bad. 

Violet  Hill. — Eleven  houses,  floors  defective. 

Violet  Hill  Road. — Tbirt>-one  houses,  tour  houses 
floois  damp,  twelve  in  bad  repair,  chimney  dangerous, 
windows  fixed.  Seven  houses,  paving  had,  houses  damp, 
defective  floors.  Four  houses,  floors  damp.  Eight  houses, 
paving  had,  floors  damp;  two  out  of  eight  overcrowded; 
outbuildings  dilapidated — privy  accommodation.  Six  houses, 
washhouses  in  bad  repair,  paving  defective,  privy  accommo- 
dation. Two  houses,  floor  out  of  repaii'. 

Lime  Tree  Place. — Sixty-five  houses,  five  overcrowded, 
defects,  paving  and  floor  damp. 

Miltoji  Road. — Fifteen,  floors  damp,  paving  defective. 

Tn  most  cases  orders  have  been  given  for  the  necessary 
work  to  be  done. 

Total  num])er  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
under  the  Housing  Act,  663;  6H  notices  served.  Over- 
cro^^'ded,  59  ; abated,  H,  leaving  51  still  overcfowded.  The 
only  way  to  abate  the  overcrowding  is  for  the  Council  to 
provide  bouses  at  a rental  of  not  more  tban  3s.  per  week, 
as  private  enterprise  carinot  erect  houses  for  that  ixmtal  to 
get  an  adequate  return. 
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Woodbridge. 

Dr.  Redpath  rej)orts  as  follows  : — 

“ 298  houses  have  been  inspected  and  their  defects 
dealt  with.  Inspection  itself  is  not  a matter  of  any  great 
difficulty,  but  to  get  those  persons  responsible  for  the 
remedying  of  the  different  defects  complained  of  to  do 
their  duty  and  remedy  matters  without  unnecessary  delay, 
and  without  setting  the  Council  itself  in  action,  is  just  the 
reverse,  and  it  is  the  latter  business  which  renders  the 
working  of  the  Act  somewhat  slow.  I have  felt  that 
inspection  and  reports  thereon  alone  are  quite  useless 
without  the  defects  being  remedied  as  the  inspection 
proceeds.”  In  view  of  the  number  of  houses  in  Woodbridge 
occupied  by  working  classes  I consider  that  tlie  work  of 
systematic  inspection  of  houses  is  proceeding  too  slowly. 
It  may,  ho^vever,  be  the  fact  that  the  method  pursued  is 
the  right  one  having  regard  to  local  circumstances.  Dr. 
Redpath  is  most  painstaking  and,  thorougli,  and  1 advance 
the  above  criticism  with  hesitation. 

Rural  Districts. 

Blything. 


Number  of  houses  inspected,  565. 


Parish. 

No.  of  Houses 
visited. 

No.  of  Houses 
at  which 
defects  existed. 

House  unfit 
for 

Habitation. 

A1  d r i n gh  am  - c u m - Tli  or  ] )e 

54 

20 

Brain  held 

1 

1 

— 

He  ven i n gh  am 

2 

2 

— 

Kelsale 

124 

80 

1 

Middleton 

55 

80 

— 

Reydon 

18 

8 

— 

Theberton 

80 

57 

— 

Ubbeston 

20 

18 

— 

Westleton 

46 

86 

— 

Westhall 

8 

8 

— 

Yoxford 

1G7 

88 

— 

Closing  Order  served  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  1 

Informal  Notices  sei'ved  ...  •••  110 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  187 
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Tl]e  following  defects  have  ])een  remedied  : — 
Houses  ventilated 
Roofs  repaired 

Steps  taken  to  remedy  dampness 
Tronghing  fixed  to  roofs  ... 

Privies  repaired 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 
New  pail  closets  built 
Refuse  bins  provided  (portable) 

Refuse  bins  provided  (fixed) 

Existing  refuse  bins  covered 
New  drains  laid 
Drains  trapped 
Sink  wastes  disconnected  ... 

Drains  unblocked 
Drains  relaid 

Wells  repaired  and  covered 

Well  closed 

AValls  repaired 

Floors  repaired 

Ceilings  repaired 

Stairs  repaired 

Yard  concreted 

Ponds  cleansed 

Refuse  removed 


110 

5{) 

4() 

4e“) 

()4 

S 

22 

2 

49 

8 

25 

4 

2 

:4 

1P> 

1 

12 

11 

9 

4 

1 

7 


Bosmere  and  Claydon. 


The  Council  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  land 
in  Needham  Market  for  the  erection  of  three  ])airs  of 
cottages.  Each  cottage  will  have  three  bedrooms,  a most 
important  point  in  view  of  the  small  percentage  of  three 
bedrooined  cottages  in  the  district,  a large,  well -lighted 
living  room,  a small  parlour,  and  a scullery. 

As  a guide  to  the  number  of  cottages  required.  Dr. 
Gostling  has  prepared  the  following  table.  The  figures  may 
require  revision,  but  they  are  sufficiently  approximate. 
Dr.  Gostling  prepared  this  table  as  a frequent  objection  to 
houses  being  built  is  that  there  are  sufficient  houses  already 
in  the  parish  for  the  labour  required  in  those  particular 
parishes.  An  experienced  farmer  has  estimated  that  five 
labourers  are  needed  per  400  acres  on  heavy  land  and  four 
per  100  acres  on  light  land  ; therefore,  column  5 will  enable 
one  to  rougldy  judge  whether  in  the  purely  agricultural 
parishes  there  is  sufficient  resident  labour  to  work  the  land 
in  those  parishes.  Further,  it  will  show  whether  that 
residenit  labour  is  reasonably  housed  (as  regards  quantity, 
not  quality),  and  confirmation  of  the  result  will  be  found  in 
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column  7.  Before  finally  estimating  the  number  of  cottages 
requii*ed  other  factors  have  been  considered,  e.g.,  the  parishes 
of  Ringshall  and  Helmingham  show  almost  equal  indices  in 
column  5,  but  Helmingham  has  750  acres  of  permanent 
pasture  and  Ringshall  only  200  acres.  Further,  the  existing 
cottages  in  Helmingham  are  in  the  main  substantially  built, 
whereas  those  in  Ringshall  are  poor.  In  the  latter  parish 
Dr.  Gostling  is  informed  that  in  44  years  there  has  been  no 
cotta^ge  buill'. 


Parish. 

1 

Acreage. 

(1) 

Popula- 

tion. 

(2) 

Houses. 

(.3) 

Popula- 
tion per 
100  Acres. 

(4) 

Houses 
per  cent, 
of  Popula- 
tion. 

(5) 

Over- 

crowding 

(6) 

Houses 
required . 

(71 

Akenham 

i,017 

102 

20 

10 

19.6 

10 

Asbbocking 

1,412 

270 

60 

19 

22 

* 

4 

Asbfield... 

1,580 

208 

46 

13 

22 

4 

8 

Baclley  ... 

1,078 

102 

18 

9.4 

17.6 

* 

10 

Barb  am ... 

1,802 

571n 

92 

* 

2 

Barking... 

3,157 

432 

91 

13.6 

21 

5 

8 

Battisford 

1,581 

406 

98 

25.6 

24 

* 

2 

Ba5dbam 

1,358 

285 

60 

19 

23 

12 

4 

Bramford 

3,140 

1,281 

296 

40.8 

23 

* 

Claydon... 

975 

556 

152 

57 

27 

16 

6 

Coddenbam 

2,733 

647 

176 

23.6 

27 

18 

6 

Greeting  St.  Mary 

2,710e 

416 

107 

15 

25.7 

16 

6 

Crowfield 

1,731 

337 

82 

19.4 

24 

3 

4 

Debenbam 

3,322 

1,196 

310 

36 

25.9 

31 

6 

Ear]  Stonbam  ... 

2,550 

617 

140 

24 

22.6 

2 

6 

Flowton 

492 

139 

33 

28 

23 

7 

2 

Framsden 

2,8626 

550 

144 

19 

26 

11 

6 

Gosbeck 

1,475 

209 

43 

14 

20.5 

* 

8 

Great  Blakenbam 

875 

358 

92 

40.9 

25.7 

9 

4 

Great  Bricett  ... 

926 

192 

47 

20.7 

24.4 

7 

4 

HeJmingbam  ... 

2,454c 

308 

71 

12.5 

23 

10 

2 

Hemingstone  ... 

1,449 

249 

63 

17 

25 

4 

Henley  ... 

1,235 

243 

56 

19.6 

23 

4 

Little  Blakenbam 

1,070 

170 

38 

15.8 

22 

6 

6 

Little  Stonbam ... 

1,202 

326 

81 

27 

24.8 

11 

4 

Mickbeld 

1,274 

216 

49 

17 

22.6 

3 

6 

Need  b am  Market 

451 

1,313 

337 

291 

25.6 

20 

12 

Nettlestead 

991 

86 

16 

8.6 

18.6 

2 

6 

Oft'ton  ... 

1,568 

270 

64 

17 

22 

9 

8 

Bettangb 

807 

186 

49 

23 

26 

* 

4 

Bingsball 

2,135b 

259 

68 

12 

25.8 

9 

8 

Somersbam 

1,095 

340 

91 

31 

26.7 

17 

4 

Stonbam  Aspal . . . 

2,475 

591 

153 

23.8 

25.8 

12 

6 

Swill  and 

956 

184 

51 

19 

27 

* 

4 

AVbitton 

496 

133 

40 

26.8 

30 

3 

2 

AAbllisbam 

940 

141 

44 

15 

32 

4 

4 

AAnnston 

1,509 

208 

48 

13.7 

23 

4 

8 

a Including  Workhouse.  b Including  450  permanent  pasture. 

C About  750  permanent  pasture.  cl  Including  200  permanent  pasturQ. 

e Including  .500  permanent  pasture. 


* Return  not  yet  available, 
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During  the  year  there  have  heen  huilt — 

Bramford,  1 station  house. 

Battisford,  2 cottages. 

Coddenham,  1 pair  of  cottages. 

Akenham,  1 cottage. 

Nettlestead,  2 pairs  of  experimental  dwellings 
(£100  cottages). 

Great  Blakenhain,  8 cottages. 


In  addition  a former  public-house  in  Needham  has  been 
converted  into  cottages,  and  bedrooms  have  been  added  to 
existing  cottages  in  Coddenham,  Barham,  and  Blakenham. 


Paiisli. 

Xo.  of 
Inspections. 

Notices 

Served. 

Undertaking. 

Work  carried 
ont. 

Ashfield 

33 

6 

6 

6 

Blakenham 

84 

13 

13 

13 

Framsden 

204 

104 

104 

— 

Helmingham 

40 

40 

40 

— 

Mickfield 

30 

14 

14 

14 

Stonham  Parva 

64 

14 

10 

10 

Whitton 

25 

8 

8 

8 

Willisham 

26 

13 

13 

— 

"Winston 

33 

19 

8 

8 

Coddenham 

2'“ 

2 

2 

2 

Stonham  Aspall 

2- 

12 

12 

12 

Needham  Market 

46^^ 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

485 

91 

76 

73 

* Second  Inspection. 

East  Stow. 


1.  No.  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  95. 

2.  No.  of  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation  5. 

8.  No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a view  to  making  of  Closing  Order  nil. 

4.  No.  of  Closing  Orders  1. 

5.  No.  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  making  Closing  Orders  49. 

Number  of  notices  served  under  the  Act  50. 
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The  Housing  Schemes  for  Wetherden,  Combs,  and  Old 
Newton  are  proceeding.  Building  tenders  have  been 
accepted.  The  schemes  are  awaiting  the  final  approval  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural.  Cottage  accommo- 
dation is  very  poor  on  the  whole,  many  cottages  being 
dilapidated,  damp,  and  ill-ventilated. 

Overcrowding  is  prevalent,  17  cases  noted  during  the 
year. 

Owing  to  the  deficiency  of  houses  the  Council  has 
refrained  from  issuing  Closing  Orders  until  new  houses  have 
been  built.  This  policy  tends  to  preserve  the  worst  houses 
in  the  district,  since  they  are  too  bad  to  repair,  and  yet 
remain  occupied. 


Hartismere. 


Houses  inspected  ...  ...  374 

Eeported  as  defective  •••  ...  82 

Repaired  after  report  (this  includes 

some  reported  in  previous  years)  •••  121 

Closing  Orders  made  •••  ...  0 

Repaired  after  previous  Closing  Order  5 

Closed  ...  ...  ...  2 


During  the  year  1913  103  statutory  and  27  verbal 
notices  were  issued  with  the  result  that  ; — 


2 New  privies  have  been  built. 

5 Removed  from  objectionable  situation. 

46  Repaired  and  cleansed. 

9 Converted  into  pail  closets. 

6 New  pail  closets  provided. 

26  Houses  lumvided  with  drainage  to  obviate  dampness. 

6 Houses  provided  with  new  drainage 
13  House  drains  repaired  and  trapped. 

6 Cesspools  or  gutters  filled  up. 

2 Wells  and  1 filter  bed  cleansed  and  repaired. 

1 Pond  used  as  a supply  of  drinking  water  for  2 houses 
provided  with  steps  and  handrail. 
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The  following  are  details  : — 


Parish . 

Houses 

Inspected. 

Houses 
Reported 
to  the  i 
Council  as 
Defective. 

Houses 

E.epaired. 

1 

i 

Closing  ; 
Orders 
made. 

Repaired 

after 

Closing 

Order. 

Houses 

Closed. 

• 

Asiiall 

11 

1 

• • • 

Bacton 

14 

4 

1 

Botesdale  ... 

27 

10 

1 

Braisewoi'tli 

. . . 

Brome 

12 

... 

i 

... 

Burgate 

3 

* . • 

. . . 

. . 

Cotton 

15 

1 

2 

Finningham 

17 

5 

8 

2 

Gislingham 

13 

4 

2 

Mellis 

10 

8 

15 

• • 

Mendlesham 

40 

9 

8 

... 

Oakley 

8 

3 

1 

Occold 

18 

6 

Palgrave 

20 

6 

11 

Eedgrave  ... 

10 

2 

4 

Eedlingfield 

2 

1 

2 

Eickinghall  Superior 

22 

•> 

O 

4 

1 

Eishangles ... 

2 

. . . 

Stoke  Ash  ... 

6 

. . . 

12 

Stuston 

7 

• • . 

2 

1 

Thorndon  ... 

13 

3 

4 

Thorn  ham  Magna 

... 

1 

• • 

Thornham  Parva 

. . . 

• • • 

Thrandeston 

9 

4 

Thwaite 

« • • 

• • • 

1 

Westhorpe  ... 
Wetheringsett-cum- 

10 

5 

I 

4 

. , . 

Brockford 

25 

i 3 

4 

1 

Wickham  Skeith 

11 

: 1 

1 

• • • 

1 

Wortham  ... 

26 

5 

! 4 

• • • 

Wyverstone 

! 16 

8 

6 

• • . 

Yaxley 

' 7 

2 

3 

... 

374 

1 

82 

121 

5 

2 

Inquiries  have  heen  held  in  respect  of  the  Council 
undertaking  the  erection  of  houses,  but  so  far  nothing  has 
materialised. 


Hoxne. 

Details  as  to  Inspections  under  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  are  not  reported.  I trust  the 
Medical  Officer  will  see  that  this  defect  in  his  interesting 
and  careful  report  is  remedied  for  the  current  year.  In  the 
previous  year  no  less  than  2,418  houses  were  recorded  as 
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having  been  insioected,  but  the  defects  then  found  were  so 
few  in  number  that  it  seems  i^robable  that  a very  low 
standard  of  proper  housing  accommodation  was  adopted. 


Mutford  and  Lothingland. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
under  and.  for  the  purposes  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  381 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  5''' 

Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  3 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects 
in  which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  37 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after 
the  making  of  Closing  Orders  were 
put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

* Owner  of  two  houses  informed  if  necessary  repairs  are  not 
carried  out  a Closing  Order  would  be  issued,  with  the 
result  that  the  work  was  done. 


Summary  of  Defects  Found. 
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Five  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with,  two  at 
Barnby,  one  family  left  the  district  and  in  the  other  case  it 
was  arranged  that  two  of  the  boys  slept  downstairs.  One 
at  Kessingland  was  abated  by  the  family  moving  into  a new 
house.  One  at  Onlton  by  one  of  the  family  sleeping  in  another 
house,  and  one  at  Loiind  by  the  family  going  to  another 
parish  where  they  live  in  a railway  carriage,  and  by 
‘ utilising  all  the  compartments  they  get  the  minimnm  air 
space  of  300  cubic  feet.  28  new  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year  and  certified  fit  for  occupation,  and  I consider 
more  could  be  built  without  much  chance  of  standing  empty. 
A man  at  Fritton  has  been  trying  all  the  year  to  get  an 
empty  house  in  the  parish  but  without  success.  As  he  has 
a family  of  six  he  requires  a larger  house  than  usual,  and  it  is 
a matter  for  regret  that  in  this  case  a family  is  a handicap. 
During  the  year  the  various  parishes  were  asked  whether 
they  needed  more  houses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  yepcr  all  had 
not  replied,  but  roughly  one-third  of  the  parishes  wanted 
more,  but  this  I think  under-estimates  the  needs  of  the 
district  as  it  is  the  exception  to  see  an  empty  cottage  in  any 
parish. 


Plomesgate. 


1,406  houses  inspected. 

1 house  closed. 

44  repaired. 

Houses  having  more  than  three  bed- 
rooms ...  ...  ...  86 

Houses  having  three  bedrooms  ...  443 

,,  ,,  two  ,,  ...  834 

,,  ,,  one  ,,  ...  43 

Further  details  not  available. 

Samford. 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Eeport 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reported  that  712  houses  had 
been  inspected,  and  that  the  identical  number  had  been 
inspected  under  the  Flousing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  I 
requested  an  explanation.  I found  that  the  Inspector  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  keeping  books,  and  finally  a figure  of 
between  200  and  300  was  returned  as  being  inspections  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  1 

reproduce  the  Inspector’s  table,  but  under  the  circumstances 
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the  accuracy  of  the  figures  can  be  challenged.  As  the 
housing  conditions  of  Samford  have  been  the  subject  of  a 
Local  Government  Board  investigation,  I trust  that  the 
Inspector  will  keep  proper  records.  For  the  past  two  years 
I have  had  to  complain  of  insufficient  detail  in  reports. 
However  well  the  Inspector  does  his  work,  the  records  of 
work  performed  are  necessary  under  the  Housing  Acts  and 
Regulations.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  inspected 
this  district,  and  have  made  suggestions  as  to  the  number 
of  houses  required.  I do  not  think  that  their  suggestions 
are  in  general  unreasonable,  and  they  should,  to  a large 
extent,  be  carried  out.  I trust  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  to  whom  and  the  Inspector  I have  carefully  pointed 
out  their  duties,  will  see  that  an  adequate  and  accurate 
report  of  the  housing  conditions  is  presented  for  1914. 
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Note  by  County  Medical  Officer.  * This  table  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  work  done  luider  Housing,  Town  Planning,  ttc,,  Act. 
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Woodbridge. 

Newbouene. — Twenty -six  dwellings  inspected,  all  of 
which  but  two  were  in  a fair  state  of  repair.  One  of  these 
dwellings  has  been  repaired ; the  other  has  not  and  is 
unoccupied. 

Hemley. — Thirteen  dwellings  inspected,  6 were 
requiring  structural  repairs  for  faulty  windows.  One  of 
these  is  still  empty  though  in  good  repair.  One  is  still 
unrepaired. 

Waldringeield. — Forty  inspected,  9 required 
structural  repairs.  Three  of  these  have  been  pulled  down, 
being  too  had  to  repair.  The  remaining  31  dwellings  are  in 
good  condition. 

Shingle  Street. — Eighteen  dwellings  inspected, 
chiefly  bungalows.  Onlj^  two  required  structural  repairs. 
Many  of  these  dwellings  are  ov/ned  by  wealthy  individuals, 
and  are  onlj^  occupied  during  the  summer  months. 

Kesgrave. — Sixteen  inspected.  Some  of  these 
required  structural  repairs,  faulty  windows  and  inside 
repairs,  hut  onb^  4 have  as  yet  been  put  in  order.  Three 
other  cottages  on  the  border  of  Little  Bealings  were  also 
inspected,  one  requiring  repairs. 

Hollesley. — Sixty  cottages,  15  required  structural 
repairs,  windows,  roofs,  and  walls  being  defective.  Two  of 
these  belonging  to  the  Labour  Colony  were  pulled  down. 
Six  others  have  been  put  in  order,  the  remaining  7 are  as 
yet  unrepaired.  The  rest  of  the  45  are  in  good  habitable 
condition. 

Labour  Colony. — On  this  estate  30  new  cottages  have 
been  built.  They  are  inhabited  by  Colony  labourers.  All 
of  these  are  practically  built  of  cement  concrete.  They 
each  have  three  bedrooms,  a bath,  and  are  well  drained. 

Kirton. — Eighty-nine  cottages  inspected.  Of  these,  16 
were  structurally  defective,  windows  and  roofs  out  of  repair. 
Nine  have  been  put  in  order,  7 remaining  are  as  yet 
unrepaired.  All  the  other  cottages  are  in  good  repair. 

Melton. — One  hundred  and  eight  dwellings  visited. 
Eleven  of  these  were  structurally  defective,  only  4 of  which 
have  been  repaired,  7 remaining  unrepaired,  2 of  which  are 
empty.  The  remaining  97  are  in  good  habitable  condition. 

403  houses  were  inspected,  69  required  repairs,  in  38  of 
which  they  have  been  carried  out.  Five  have  been  pulled 
down  and  26  remain  to  be  repaired. 
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Dwellings  with  1 bedroom 


42 


185 

151 


20 

4 

1 


215  houses  with  earth  closets  (pails). 

188  ,,  ,,  privy  middens. 

Six  new  cottages  built  (in  pairs)  at  Kirton,  Aldertoiy. 

and  Westerfield. 

Water  Supply  of  the  County  Districts. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  County  is  most  interesting 
and  can  well  be  studied  in  the  new  “ Drift  ” maps.  The  main 
source  of  the  water  supply  is  the  chalk.  In  East  Suffolk  chalk 
appears  as  an  outcrop  along  a line  from  Ipswich  to  Needham 
Market,  and  along  a line,  at  right  angles  to  this,  from  Offton  and 
Somersham  on  the  West,  through  Needham  Market  to  Coddenham 
on  the  East.  Chalk  also  outcrops  at  Earl  Soham.  For  the  rest 
the  chalk  is  entirely  overlaid  by  more  recent  deposits,  which 
increase  in  number  and  thickness  from  West  to  East.  Thus  we 
get  in  series  above  the  chalk  : — The  Beading  Beds  and  Thanet 
Sands,  London  Clay,  Norwich  Crag,  Bed  Crag,  and  Coralline  Crag, 
Chillesford  Clay,  Middle  Glacial  Sands,  Chalky  Boulder  Clay,  and 
Blown  Sand,  Alluvium,  Peat,  Brick  Earth,  Valley  Gravel.  The 
chief  surface  covering  is  Chalky  Boulder  Clay,  covering  about 
two-thirds  of  the  County.  East  of  the  Ipswich-Yarmouth 
railway  line  the  surface  is  formed  chiefB  of  Middle  Glacial  Sands 
and  Gravels,  with  Alluvium  and  Peat.  West  of  this  railway  line 
the  surface  is  chiefly  of  Boulder  Clay.  An  outcrop  of  Norwich 
Crag  takes  place  along  the  coast  from  Southwold  to  Harwich, 
along  the  Bivers  Deben  and  Blyth,  and  also  at  Beccles.  An 
outcrop  twenty  miles  in  length  of  the  still  deeper  Coralline  Crag 
has  its  centre  at  Orford  and  Aldeburgh. 

The  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  County  may  be  divided 
as  follows  : — 

(1)  In  the  sands  and  gravels  above  the  Chalky  Boulder  Clay. 

(2)  In  the  Chalky  Boulder  Clay  (as  a pond). 

(3)  In  the  sands  or  gravels  above  the  Chillesford  Clay. 

(4)  ,,  ,,  ,,  London  Clay. 


(5)  In  the  Chalk. 


Wells  and  ponds  in  the  Chalky  Boulder  Clay  are  extremely 
common.  They  are  liable  to  surface  pollution  and  are  quite 
unsafe  as  supplies  of  drinking  water.  In  addition,  where  the 
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boulder  clay  contains  a considerable  amount  of  chalk,  the  chalk 
is  apt  to  be  dissolved  out,  and  the  water  is  then  able  to  percolate 
through  the  clay  to  the  deeper  Middle  Glacial  Sands,  so  that  the 
supply  ceases  to  exist.  In  certain  districts  these  ponds  have 
been  fenced  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  form  the  public  supply 
of  the  district. 

Wells  sunk  into  the  sands  above  the  London  Clay  are 
common.  The  water,  as  a rule,  is  good,  not  very  hard,  and  with 
a small  amount  of  nitrates  and  about  3-5  parts  per  100,000  of 
chlorine.  These  wells  are  very  liable  to  become  polluted  from 
the  surface,  and  this  pollution  may  occur  at  some  distance  from 
the  well.  Frequent  analyses  of  these  waters  are  required. 
Should  they  show  more  than  5 parts  of  chlorine  per  100,000  and 
anything  more  than  a trace  of  nitrates,  the  suspicion  of  pollution 
should  be  aroused. 

The  chalk  is  the  main  source  of  water  supply  in  the  County- 
It  is  reached  at  130  to  200  feet  from  the  surface.  At  Leiston 
and  Southwold  that  depth  is  greatly  exceeded,  and  at  Lowestoft 
there  were  475  feet  of  overlying  beds.  The  water  from  these 
deep  wells  ” is  usually  of  great  organic  purity.  It  is  extremely 
hard,  averaging  well  over  20  degrees  of  total  hardness,  containing 
a high  percentage  of  chlorides  and  of  nitrates.  Especially  in  the 
North-Western  portion  of  the  County  the  water  is  apt  to  be 
highly  ferruginous.  The  iron  is  usually  in  the  form  of  ferrous 
carbonate  and  can  be  separated  out  by  sedimentation. 

Details  of  "Water  Supply  in  the  variotis  County 

Districts. 

Boroitghs  and 
Urban. 

Aldeburgh. 

Deep  well  in  crag — pix)ed  to  town. 

Beccles. 

Deep  wells  in  chalk^ — piped  to  town  ; polarite  filters. 
434  other  wells — 120  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Bungay. 

Four  public  wells  (one  in  chalk)  and  numerous  private 
wells,  so  liable  to  polution  that  the  water  must  be  boiled 
before  use  for  drinking. 
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Eye. 

Shallow  wells,  liable  to  pollution — in  Middle  Glacial 
Sand.  A new  well  sunk  at  Town  Farm — potable  water 
obtained. 

Felixstowe  and  Walton. 

Deep  well  in  Lower  Triinley,  3 miles  away,  piped  to 
town,  contains  hydrated  oxide  of  iron,  is  now  filtered  by 
patent  process.  Chlorine,  16  grains  per  gallon.  No  nitrates. 
This  supply  to  be  augmented  by  supply  from  deep  well  at 
Rushmere,  nine  miles  away. 

Halesworth. 

Four  public  wells.  These  are  shallow  and  liable  to 
pollution. 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell. 

New  deep  well  constructed,  probably  available  in  1914. 
A well  in  Messrs.  Garrett  & Sons’  Works  forms  the  present 
supply. 

Lowestoft. 

Surface  water  from  the  Mill  water,  an  extension  of 
Fritton  Broad,  seven  miles  away,  piped  to  the  town. 

Oulton  Broad. 

By  piped  water  supply  and  wells.  Only  329  out  of  895 
bouses  connected  to  public  supply. 

Saxmundham. 

One  public  well  in  chalk — the  rest  surface  wells,  mostly 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  A piped  supply  under  con- 
struction. 

Southwold. 

Deep  well  in  gravel  at  Reydon,  piped  to  town,  water  of 
excellent  character  and  of  great  organic  purity.  The  supply 
here  is  sufficient  to  supply  Halesworth  with  water. 

Stowmarket. 

Deep  well  in  chalk,  piped  to  town.  Several  other  wells 
open  to  suspicion. 
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Woodbridge. 

Deep  well  in  chalk,  piped  to  town.  There  are  several 
other  deep  wells,  two  Artesian,  and  some  shallow  wells  still 
in  use  for  drinking  puriioses. 

Rural. 

Blything. 

A few  public  wells,  general  supply  from  ponds.  Other 
details  not  available. 

Bosmere  and  Claydon. 

16  public  wells,  several  private  wells,  several  public 
ponds,  several  private  ponds.  Bramford  is  connected  up 
with  Ipswich  Corporation  Waterworks.  Whole  question 
under  consideration,  and  improvements  are  being  carried 
out. 

East  Stow. 

Urban  portion  partly  from  Stowmarket  Waterworks. 

Buxhall,  Finborough,  Gipping,  Harleston,  Onehouse, 
Shelland,  and  Wetherden  obtain  their  water  for  domestic 
purposes,  chiefly  from  shallow  wells  or  ponds,  liable  to 
pollution. 

The  main  street  at  Haughley  has  a fairly  good  supply 
from  a well  at  the  top  of  the  street,  the  rest  of  the  supplj'  is 
from  ponds  and  a few  private  wells. 

The  street  drains  at  Haughley  discharge  into  an  open 
ditch,  and  from  there  the  sewage  eventually  finds  its  way 
into  the  Biver  Gipping.  Half  a mile  below  this  point  the 
water  of  this  stream  is  used  by  several  cottages  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  is  a dangerous  supply. 

At  Combs  there  are  three  ponds  made  and  kept  up  by 
the  Council,  the  rest  of  the  supply  is  from  ponds  liable  to 
pollution  and  shallow  wells.  There  are  a few  good  wells  in 
this  village. 

Old  Newton  has  one  deep  well  in  the  chalk  (a  safe 
supply),  and  four  ponds  made  and  kept  up  by  the  Council. 
The  rest  of  the  supply  is  inferior. 

The  supply  at  Creeting  St.  Peter,  where  there  is  a deep 
well  in  the  chalk,  is  satisfactory.  The  water  is  pumped  by 
a windmill  into  settling  tanks. 
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Stowupland  is  supplied  by  four  ponds  made  and  kept 
up  by  the  Council,  and  a few  shallow  wells.  The  ponds  are 
protected  by  iron  fencing.  In  hot  dry  weather  they  are  apt 
to  become  foul  and  unfit  for  use.  The  urban  part  of  the 
village  is  largely  supplied  by  the  Stowmarket  Waterworks. 
No  wells  have  been  condemned  during  the  year.  Two  have 
been  analysed  by  order  of  the  Council  and  found  satisfactory. 

A provisional  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  the 
construction  of  waterworks  in  the  parish  of  Combs,  and  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  will  shortly  be  held  for 
sanction  to  borrow  the  necessary  money.  The  scheme  for 
Buxhall  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  scheme  for  Stowupland  is  in  abeyance  until 
the  housing  site  has  been  decided  upon. 

Hartismere. 

38  public  wells,  also  shallow  wells  and  ponds. 

Hoxne. 

Ponds,  many  of  which  dried  up  during  the  year.  Bain 
water  collected  from  roofs  is  recommended  as  the  most 
suitable  supply  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Deep 
wells  in  chalk  at  Fressingfield,  Oakley  Park,  and  Rectory, 
Hoxne. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland. 

Prom  Lowestoft  Water  Supply,  shallow  wells,  some  of 
which  are  fit  and  others  open  to  suspicion, 

Plomesgate. 

Wells  and  ponds.  Details  not  available. 

Samford. 

Wells  chiefly,  details  not  available.  The  Ipswich 
Waterworks  are  sending  a main  to  Shotley  Naval  Barracks, 
this  will  be  tapped  en  route. 

Wangford. 

Largely  open  ponds. 

Woodbridge. 

Waterworks  at  Trimley  and  Woodbridge,  only  a few 
houses  in  Melton  are  connected  to  this  latter  supply.  The 
District  Asylum  has  its  own  waterworks.  For  the  rest  the 
supply  is  by  wells  and  ponds  oi)en  to  pollution. 
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PoIItitSon  of  Rivers  and  Streams  within  the 

County. 

The  Rivers  and  Streams  throughout  the  County  are  reported 
as  polluted.  The  Rivers  Blyth,  Deben,  and  Gipping  with  their 
tributaries,  and  the  tributaries  of  the  River  Wavenejg  as  well  as 
small  streams  throughout  the  district,  all  receive  a certain  amount 
of  pollution.  In  the  case  of  the  Rivers  Gipping  and  Blyth  this 
has  been  on  several  occasions  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the 
County  Council. 

The  tidal  River  Orwell  has  been  the  subject  of  a Local 
Government  Board  Inquiry  in  respect  of  the  discharge  of  sewage 
into  it  from  the  County  Borough  of  Ipswich.  The  report  of  the 
Inspectors  showed  that  the  County  Council  were  justified  in 
calling  attention  to  the  very  serious  pollution  of  this  tidal  river 
caused  by  the  sewage.  There  has  been  little  or  no  improvement 
in  the  conditions  since  the  Inquiry  in  the  end  of  1912. 

Admfnfstratfon  of  the  MMw5ves  Act,  1902. 

This  is  conducted  by  the  County  Council,  who  have 
appointed  Miss  Carolina  Swain  as  Inspector  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act. 

From  her  report  it  appears  that  73  midwives  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  during  the  year  1913,  a decrease  of  four 
from  the  previous  year. 

Number  of  trained  midwives — - 

Working  under  Committees  ...  ...  34 

,,  on  own  account  ...  ...  7 

Practising  in  Workhouses  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  42 

Of  those  midwives  only  two  have  had  three  years’  hospital 
training  and  six  months’  district  work  ; six  others  have  had  some 
hospital  training  (up  to  two  years),  but  the  majority,  viz.,  29 
have  had  only  6 or  nine  months’  training  including  midwifery, 
and  the  remainder  have  had  no  general  training  at  all. 

The  bond  fide  mid  wives  working  on  their  own  account  are 
31  in  number. 

Number  of  cases  attended 

As  midwife 
As  maternity  nurse 


Total  ...  699  716 


By  trained 
midwives. 

311 

388 


By  hond-fide 
mid  wives. 

670 

46 
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Doctor  called  in- 


For  the  mother 

23 

7 

For  the  child 

6 

1 

Total 

29 

8 

Still-births  in  cases  attended — 

As  midwife 

6 

10 

As  maternity  nurse 

11 

0 

Total 

17 

10 

Number  of  inspections  made,  147. 

One  bona-fide  midwife  attended  ! 

229  cases. 

Midwives 

attended  1,414  cases  out  of  4,643  births. 

There  was  no  case  of  Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum.  Tliere 

occurred  a fatal  case  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  midwife  attended 

in  emergency  till  the  doctor  arrived.  The  handy  woman  engaged 

as  nurse  suffered  from  two  poisoned 

fingers,  to 

which  the 

infection  ^Yas  attributed. 

The  Education  Committee  awarded  four  Sick  Nursing 
Scholarships — three  to  the  Suffolk  Nursing  Association  and  one 
to  the  Cottage  Benefit  Association. 

Four  new  nursing  districts  have  been  opened,  viz.,  at 
Sproughton,  Orford,  Sudbourne,  and  Spexhall.  One  nursing 
district  has  been  closed. 

Administration  of  the  Safe  of  Food  and  Drags  Acts. 

The  County  Council  utilises  the  services  of  a Public  Analyst 
(Mr.  W.  Lincolne  Sutton)  for  the  purposes  not  only  of  analysis  of 
samples,  hut  also  of  indicating  the  materials  of  which  samples 
shall  be  obtained. 

The  takers  of  samples  are  the  Superintendents  and 
Inspectors  of  Police,  and  at  Lowestoft  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  and  at  Felixstowe  the  Surveyor.  During  the  year 


the  following  samples 

were  taken  and  analysed  : — 

Milk 

...  126 

Bum 

1 

Butter 

43 

Quinine  Wine 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

4 

Bread 

1 

Baking  Powder 

9 

Flour 

1 

Cocoa 

6 

Self  Raising  E4our 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

5 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

Beer 

5 

Chocolate  Drops 

1 

Egg  Powder  ... 

4 

Golden  Syrup 

1 

Brandy 

3 

Pork  Lard 

2 

— 

Gin  ... 

1 

Total 

...  216 
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Of  these  samples  the  following  were  adulterated  ; — 


Result  of  Prosecution,  if  any. 


1 

Milk, 

7 % fat  deficient. 

Fined  10s.,  costs  6s.  4d. 

1 

5? 

28  % 

55 

55 

1 

55 

10  % 

55 

55 

1 

55 

6 % 

55 

55 

1 

55 

89  % 

55 

5 5 

Dismissed. 

1 

55 

14  % 

5 5 

55 

Fined  10s.  and  costs  10s. 

1 

5 5 

28  % 

55 

5 5 

,,  15s.  ,,  ,,  10s.. 

1 

5 5 

1.75  % 

added 

water. 

1 

55 

3 % 

55 

55 

1 

5 5 

1.4  % 

55 

5 5 

1 

5 5 

4.5  % 

55 

55 

Fined  8s.  and  costs  12s. 

1 

5 5 

14.25  % 

55 

5 5 

„ 8s.  „ „ 12s. 

1 

5 5 

12.25  % 

55 

55 

„ 20s.  „ „ 9s. 

1 

Rum, 

4.69  % 

55 

55 

1 

Brandy, 

10.25  % 

55 

5 5 

Dismissed  on  payment  of 

costs,  7s. 


During  the  year  I reported  that  I considered  the  number  of 
samples  allowed  to  be  taken  should  be  increased,  but  no  action 
was  taken.  The  County  Anal^-^st  considers  that  samples  are 
best  taken  by  the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures.  During 
the  year  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board  visited 
and  inspected  the  work  done.  No  doubt  the  Committee  will 
prefer  to  wait  till  his  report  forms  the  subject  of  a communi- 
cation from  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  it  is  probable  that 
his  report  will  not  be  a favourable  one  upon  the  working  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  the  County  generally.  Under  present 
day  conditions  every  animal  and  vegetable  product  in  common 
use  has  become  more  expensive,  a,nd  new  substitutes  are  always 
being  invented.  Without  good  supervision  the  temptation  to 
sell  those  substitutes  instead  of  the  article  demanded  is 
enormous. 

CoKinty  Laboratory:  work  done  daring  1913. 

The  Laboratory  is  now  in  full  working  order.  A laboratory 
attendant  was  engaged  on  the  1st  September,  and  since  that 
time  the  organisation  of  the  Laboratory  has  advanced  rapidly. 
Without  hesitation  I can  say  that  the  Laboratory  is  rapid^/^ 
proving  itself  as  a most  valuable  asset,  as  practitioners  are 
inaking  more  and  more  use  of  the  facilities  offered  them. 
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Swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Sputa  for  Tuhercle  Bacillus 


916 


50 

6 


,,  for  other  organisms 
Rats  for  presence  of  B.  Pestis 
Other  animals  for  presence  of  B.  Pestis 
Samples  of  water  (chemically) 


429 


9 

15 

3 

1 

19 


,,  (bacteriologically)  •• 


Urine  for  B.  Typhosus 
Ringworm 


Total 


1,448 


Plague  in  Rodents. 

During  the  year  rats  found  to  be  infected  with  B.  Pestis 
were  obtained  from  two  parishes  in  the  Samford  District  and 
one  parish  in  Woodbridge  District,  the  latter  close  to  the 
boundary  of  Ipswich  Countj"  Borough.  Ferrets  were  also  found 
infected  in  a parish  in  the  Woodhridge  District.  In  all  eight 
specimens  of  rodents  were  found  infected  with  B.  Pestis,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  ferrets  two  others  which  were  not  examined  by 
me  were  found  infected.  Presumably  there  were  several  others, 
as  the  mortality  in  ferrets  in  the  district  at  the  time  was  Yer>' 
heavy. 

As  each  specimen  suspected  of  B.  Pestis  infection  is 
forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  Laboratories  for 
confirmation,  the  Board  have  been  kept  informed  of  the 
occurrence  of  plague  amongst  rodents,  and  I have  been  in 
frequent  communication  with  them.  In  February,  1914,  the 
Board  addressed  letters  to  Ipswich  County  Borough,  Samford, 
and  Woodbridge  Rural  and  Woodbridge  Urban  District  Councils 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  rendering  houses  as  far  as  possible 
ratproof  and  of  keeping  rats  away  from  dwelling  houses  as  far 
as  possible,  by  not  allowing  accumulations  of  house  refuse  and 
garbage  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  dwelling  houses.  For  this 
purpose  a house  to  house  inspection  Avas  to  be  undertaken.  No 
action  was  taken  by  the  Councils  in  the  county  area,  but  the 
actiAuty  of  the  Officers  of  the  Woodbridge  Rural  District  alloAAmd 
house  inspection  to  proceed  at  a more  rapid  rate. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  continued  prevalence  of 
plague  infected  rodents  in  the  districts  bordering  upon  the 
Deben,  OrAvell,  and  Stour  Rivers,  and  if  past  history  is  anything 
to  go  by  there  may  be  Avithin  the  next  tAVO  years  an  outbreak  of 
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the  disease  among  human  beings  of  illness  causing  several  deaths 
which  has  been  formerly  attributable  to  Influenza  or  causes 
unknown.  The  precautionary  measures  of  destroying  rats,  of  so 
erecting  the  stacks  of  grain  that  rats  will  not  gain  access  to 
them  by  using  mushroom-topped  substructures,  of  placing  the 
stacks  as  far  away  from  dwelling  houses  as  possible,  of  burning 
all  house  refuse,  and  early  removal  of  all  refuse  which  cannot  be 
burned  are  measures  which,  being  of  some  economic  as  well  as  of 
hygienic  value,  should  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  farmers 
and  should  form  the  subject  of  bye-laws  in  the  districts  affected. 
Familiarity  may  breed  contempt  of  the  danger,  but  it  undoubtedly 
exists,  and  these  measures  can  never  cause  such  monetary  loss  to 
the  community  as  an  outbreak  of  plague  in  the  County.  So 
enormously  detrimental  to  the  County  generally  would  such  an 
outbreak  be  that  I have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  to  the 
County  Council  the  advisability  of  taking  active  steps  in 
instituting  the  precautionary  measures  above  mentioned  (when 
they  receive  powers  to  do  so)  if  the  District  Councils  and  the 
inhabitants  are  still  supine  in  the  matter. 

As  in  the  current  year  1914  the  presence  of  B.  Pestis  in 
rodents  again  continues  I have  been  obtaining  specimens  of 
rodents  in  greater  number.  Farmers  and  others  are  requested 
to  send  to  me  specimens  of  any  animals  found  dead  without 
obvious  cause  ; boxes  for  the  forwarding  of  such  may  be  obtained 
from  me  or  from  the  Police  in  certain  districts. 

Desteuction  of  Eats. 

As  reported  by  the  District  Medical  Officers. 

Felixstowe  and  Walton  Urban  District.  (Dr.  Conford.) 

“ The  Council  has  continued  its  measures  for  the 
destruction  of  rats,  a professional  rat-catcher  having  been 
employed  in  destroying  rats  where  required  by  the  house- 
holders in  the  district.  This  man  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  5d. 
per  hour,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  food  and  poison  for 
the  rats. 

The  Council  has  also  paid  for  dead  rats  brought  in,  at 
the  rate  of  one  i^enny  or  twopence  per  rat  according  to  size. 

Under  the  latter  system  8,500  rats  were  paid  for  at  a 
total  cost  of  £57  17s.  Od.  To  this  must  be  added  the  wages 
and  expenses  of  the  rat-catcher,  which  amount  to 
T43  9s.  lid.,  bringing  the  total  expenses  of  rat-destruction 
up  to  £101  6s.  lid. 
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Rats  found  dead  in  the  district  have  been  examined  by 
me  and  the  County  Medical  Ofhcer,  but  the  signs  of  plague 
have  not  been  detected  in  rats  from  this  district.  Batciies 
were  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  January  4th, 
15th,  and  December  16th.” 


Woodbridge  Urban  District.  (De.  Redpath.) 

For  the  previous  three  years  it  has  unfortunately  been 
necessary  to  comment  upon  tlie  rat  plague,  but  this  year  I 
have  found  no  rat  plague  at  Woodbridge.  Until  the  autumn 
very  few  rats  were  in  the  town  and  then  a fresh  influx  took 
place,  and  I believe  that  now  there  are  as  many  rats  about 
Woodbridge  as  there  ever  were,  but  so  far  as  I am  able  to 
ascertain  they  appear  to  be  healthy,  sleek,  well  fed  vermin, 
with  no  sign  of  disease  about  them.  Nevertheless  I take 
every  opportunity  of  examining  them  when  they  are  to  be 
secured  for  that  purpose.  Rats  for  xDurpose  of  examination 
have  been  sent  to  and  examined  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  every  three  months,  with  negative  results. 

The  Council  paid  for  rats  killed  and  delivered  at  the 
Yard  from  9th  November,  1911,  to  1st  Ax)ril,  1913,  and  the 
cost  was  £40  12s.  7d.” 

Woodbridge  Rural  District.  (De  Hollis.) 

“ It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  previous  year  the 
large  number  of  152,750  rats  were  destroyed.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  want  of  concerted  action  on  the  part  of 
adjacent  districts  and  counties,  it  was  felt  that  to  continue 
the  campaign  against  rats  by  destruction  was  a useless 
effort.  Consequently  no  organised  scheme  has  been  pursued, 
but  whenever  i:)ossible  to  obtain  dead  rodents  they  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  examina- 
tion. Dead  rodents  have,  however,  been  very  difficult  to 
obtain,  owing  to  the  reticence  of  the  inhabitants  generally. 
On  one  occasion  the  Sanitary  Inspector  quite  by  accident 
heard  that  a certain  keeper  had  that  day  lost  5 ferrets.  He 
at  once  secured  the  dead  ferrets  and  brought  them  to  me. 
I kept  two,  and  three  were  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  examination.  All  these  ferrets  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  plague  bacillus.  A week  later  a ratcatcher  on 
the  same  farm  lost  two  ferrets  from  the  same  cause.  The 
rats  in  this  neighbourhood  were  known  to  have  plague,  and 
all  of  these  ferrets  had  been  used  for  ratting.  During  my 
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rounds  I secured  a dead  owl  from  a gentleman  farmer  who 
told  me  that  he  was  interested  in  preserving  owds,  of  which 
he  knew  he  had  five  on  his  farm,  that  he  had  often  watched 
these  owls  with  interest,  seeing  them  carrying  young  rats 
from  his  barn  to  their  nest,  and  was  naturally  sorry  to 
discover  that  two  of  them  had  died.  He  also  told  me  that 
dead  rabbits  and  rats  had  prior  to  this  been  found  all  over 
his  farm.  The  owl  was  sent  for  examination,  but  the  result 
was  negative  as  regards  B.  Pestis.” 

Samford  Rural  District.  (De.  Sleigh.) 

“ The  campaign  against  rats  was  continued  during  the 
year,  with  the  result  that  108,585  rats  Avere  paid  for  as 
having  been  killed.  64  rats  Avere  specially  examined  for 
Bacillus  Pestis,  and  only  one,  found  at  Harkstead,  Avas 
found  to  be  infected.  During  the  Summer  months  there 
AAwe  not  many  rats  to  be  seen,  but  in  the  Autumn  they 
appeared  to  be  more  numerous  and  of  a Amry  healthy  t^'pe. 
It  is  someAvdiat  remarkable,  after  such  a prolonged  campaign 
against  them,  that  rats  should  be  so  numerous  in  the  district. 
The  generally  accepted  opinion  is  that  such  a campaign  is 
of  little  use  unless  surrounding  areas  co-operate. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  for  supplying 
me  Avith  the  following  table  shoAving  the  number  of  rats 
killed  in  the  different  parishes  during  the  year : — 


ArAvarton  ... 
Belstead 

1,631 

2,396 

Baydon  ) 

Shelley  ) 

..  10,084 

Bentley 

4,722 

Shotley 

..  5,733 

Brantham  ... 

2,520 

Sproughton 

..  9,958 

Burstall 

2,747 

Stratford  St.  Mary 

8,035 

Capel  St.  Mary 

8,890 

Stutton 

..  5,089 

Chattisham 

848 

Tattingstone 

..  3,799 

Chelmondiston 

3,506 

Washbrook  ... 

..  3,693 

Copdock 

366 

Wenham  Magna  ) 

..  2,039 

East  Bergholt 

2,955 

Wenham  Paiwa  ) ‘ 

Freston 

2,388 

Wherstead  ... 

..  6,165 

Harkstead  ... 

Higham 

6,061 

Woohmrstone 

..  4,075 

4,763 

108,535 

Hintlesham 

Holbrook 

5,022 

Holton  St.  Mary  ... 

1,060 
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APPENDIX. 


Table  I. 
Table  II. 
Table  III. 
Table  IV. 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  County  during  1913. 
Cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  in  1913. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1913. 

Infant  Mortality. 


Table  I.  VHal  Statistics  of  the  Coanty  daring  year  1913. 
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DISTPtICTS. 

Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts. 

Alcleburgli  (M.B.)  ... 

Beccles  (M.B.) 

Bungay 
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Sizewell 

Lowestoft  M.B. 

0 niton  Broad 

Saxmundbam 

Southwold  (M.B.)... 

Stowmarket 
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